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Z INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. "2 


I HAVE read in an old French 
7 4 Author, whoſe name I have for- 
got (or canrot at this inſtant remem- 
ber), that an Introductory Chapter to 
a hiſtory might be juſtly compared to 
*Z a woman (or, to ule the ſtile, as well as 
| quote the opinion of a Frenchman, to 
| a Lady), whoſe exterior appearance 
Z was not only diſpleaſing, but diſguſt- 
ing; yet whoſe intellectual graces, - 
vol. J. 


2 WALDECK ABBEY. 


beauty of ſentiment, refined notions, 


delicacy of wit, and manners, were ſo 


_ captivating, that the ornaments of per- 


ſon were totally forgot in the admira- 


tion at her mental perfections, and 


which increaſed each day, you became 
more acquainted with Net: 


And again he compares an Intro- 


ductory Chapter to a very beautiful 


lady, endowed likewiſe with all thoſe 
ornaments of ſenſe, wit, and ſentiment. 
I need not enlarge further on my 


friend's obſervations; the application 
is obvious; and, as a female Author, 5 
pardoned for the digreſſion. Not that 
I intend to make any other uſe of ei- 
ther of them, more than I have now 


done, to introduce my hiſtory to the 


world; for the beautiful figure of j per- 
ſon, the delicacy of complcxion, re- 


finement of knowledge, and wit, with 


an enlarged education, will ever in- 
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troduce Mary Magdalen de Tourville 
to the acquaintance of the Public, at 
the age of ſeventeen, and be a ſuf- 
ficient preface to her own hiſtory. 


But, as I have declared myſelf a 


Female Hiſtorian, I hope my vanity 


will be pardoned, when I acknowledge 
expect this my book to be read by 
all degrees and ranks in life, from. the 
Prince to the peafant ; and as in ſuch 


a promiſcuous multitude, there will be 


the curious and inquiſitive, the criti- 


cal and ſevere; and, as I have declar- 
ed my fair friend 1s now at her intro- 


duction, ſeventeen years old - there- 


fore, to ſatisfy thoſe curious, and cri- 


tical inquiries, I will lead them back - 
to her firſt infancy, and progreſſively, 
till ſhe arrives at that period when 
ver hiſtory commences.—For though 


her birth is illegitimate, (as I now 
avow) yet we ſhall find the noble 


B 2 blood 


i 


warden 


blood that flowed through her pure 


veins, give animation to her perſon, 


and a certain confidence, that is requi- 


ſite to carry a perſon through life 


with ſatisfaction; and, as the gene- 
rality of my country- men (for I am 
an Engliſh woman) are too apt to 
think the circulation of good blood in 
the veins not at all eſſential, if there is 
a free circulation of caſh in the pockets, 
yet the French thought otherwiſe, and a 
noble deſcent, was with that gay live- 
ly people of more intrinſic value than 
the mines of Peru. —My fair charge is 


a compllation of both ; her father was 


an Engliſn-man, her mother a French- 
woman ; but as we ſhall always pay a 
deference of reſpect to the memory of 


Madame Magdalena de TJourville, our 


orphan's mother, we will begin the 
hiſtory, by dedicating the firſt chapter 
to her virtues and misfortunes. 
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WALDECK ABBEY. 6 
The æra when this hiſtory com- 
mences France (though under an ar- 
bitrary government) enjoyed every 
bleſſing which a fruitful and fine coun- 
try could produce; the Grande Mo- 
narque was the idol of his people; the 
lips of ſtrangers did not dare profane 
his name with one unhallowed whiſper. 
All wiſe, all powerful, he never erred. 
Crowds ran with haſty ſteps, to pro- | 
ſtrate before him the effuſions of their © 
love, their admiration, and their hap- J 
pinels, His ſmile, his nod, gave life, 
gave animation, even to decrepitude. 
His mandate, though it reached even 
life, was obeyed in filenc-, and with 
reverence. — No murmurs ever reach- 
ed the ear of Majeſty, or did a thought 
intrude to doubt his juſtice or his cle - 
mency. Ah! Alas! how changed 
the ſcene —France was France is 
What—abandicti of robbers— of mur- 
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6 WALD ECR ABBEY. 
—a ſcene of public anarchy.— The 
ſun ariſes on the innocent the even- 
ing levels them with the duſt, the wick- | 
ed and the guilty triumph in ſecurity, 9 
while their multitude gaze with over- 
flowing power, and ravage, with im- 1 
punity, their fellow creatures - tram- F 
ple, with audacity, on every order, 
civil or religious, —Profane ſacred or- 
dinances, and know no power on earth 
but their /. Such now is France 
the mind is filled with horror, on re- 
collection of the ſcenes of blood which 
lately deſolated that now unhappy 
country fly from the dreadful 
thought; and trace, in the life of Mary 
Magdalen and her mother, what 
France has been. Z 
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AGDALENA DE TouRVILLE was : 
deſcended from an ancient and * 
noble family, in the province of Lo- f 
rairio. Her grandfather, together 5 | C 
with his two eldeſt ſons, fell victims to 0 "I 
the enthuſiaſtic revenge of Queen Ca- = 
roline de Medicts, aided by Popiſb 

'F Bigotry, in the Bloody Tragedy of 1572, 

Z commonly called the Maſſacre of St. 

F Bartholomew, during the infant ſtate of 

the young Prince of Navarre, after- 

wards the immortal Henry the Fourth } 
B 4 of 8. 
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of France, a Prince to whom the moſt 
able hiſtorian will fail to do juſtice ; ſo 


inadequate is the abilities of men o 


record his hiſtory, his valour, or his 
virtues.—— Pardon me, illuſtrious 
Shade, chat I dare profane thy ſacred 
aſhes, by preſuming to recall you to 
the mind of my readers, by an un- 
hallowed pen. — Peace to thy ſacred 


bones, and may the fatal event that 
brought thee to a premature and un- 


timely end, dwell with regret in the 


boſom of every true friend to his coun- 


try, as the moſt faithful monument of 


thy virtues, and their misfortunes. 


Reginald de Tourville, Magdalena's 
father, then an infant, was the only re- 
maining branch of that illuſtrious 
houſe; and as obſcurity was the only 


refuge during the turbulence of that 
era, he was carried, by his attendants, 
to a remote part of the province, and 


there 


1 
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there ſecreted, *till the immortal 


Henry aſcended the throne; then was 


he again produced to the world; but 
as all private property generally be- 


comes the prey to public anarchy, a 


very ſmall portion of the family in- 
heritance was reſtored, to ſupport the 
title, of which neither inclination nor 


ability could deprive him. 


The continual perſecution of the 


Hugenots, and the unaccommodating 


League, continued *till Henry was 


compelled to embrace the Roman Ca- 


tholic faith, as a ſtep his perſonal ſafe-. 
ty rendered neceſſary. Reginald Count 
de Tourville followed the example of 
his Prince, and lived on a ſmall patri- 
mony, ſecluded from the world. In 


this private ſtation he married an 


amiable lady of family, by whom he 


had three children, a ſon named after 
Wc - 
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the family, Reginald, and our preſent 
Magdalena, with one other daughter. 
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T he inheritance, as I have obſerved, 


being ſmall, it fell on the demiſe of 


their father, together with the title to 


the ſon; the daughters were conſe- 


quently left deſtitute; the youngeſt of 
whom (Maria Adelada) being of a 


ſedentary turn of mind, went into a 


convent, and ſoon after took the veil. 
Magdalena, having no inclination to 
ſeclude herſelf from the world, more 
than the devaſtation of her fortune had. 
compelled her to, and finding leſs de- 
fire for religious reveries, than the 
buſtles of life, choſe to court fortune 
in her future warfare, and throw her- 
ſelf on chance for an exiſtence ſhe was 


ſure muſt, in ſome mode or another, 
be ſupported. —A monaſtic life was 


her terror and averſion ; and though 
ſhe had been repeatedly preſſed to 
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forego the world's enjoyments, for the 
honour of the family name, ſhe. could 
not, in any wiſe, ſee the utility her 
being in a cloiſter, could produce. 
The truth was, fhe had no propenſity 
of the nun in her compoſition; her 
ſpirits were juvenile her perſon love- 
ly, and her underſtanding clear and 
penetrating. The education ſhe had 
received was ſuch, as would have been 
| beſtowed. on her, had ſhe been to in- 
herit the fortune to which, by birth, ſhe 
was entitled, extenſive and noble. 
Her glaſs (to which ſhe often reſorted, 
and to which ſhe appealed, on every 
argument that was introduced to per- 
ſuademier to a conventual life) told her 
the charms of perſon; and the endow- 
ments of her mind were not to be 
thrown away in counting of beads, or 
attending midnight vigils. The tink- 
ling of a bell, to call her to early pray- 
ers, ſhe was well aſſured, in her own 

B 6 mind, 
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12 WaLDECk ABBEY. | 
mind, would lull her to repoſe; and 
ſhe had rather ſee an image at her 
feet, in the form of an amiable lover, 


than kneel to all the ſaints herſelf, in_ 


the whole ſacred calendar. 


In this diſpoſition of mind, at the 
age of nineteen, ſhe ventured to en- 


gage the world.— Her perſon (as 1 


have obſerved) lovely her wit en- 


4 gaging and lively —underſtanding 


comprehenſive and penetrating—a 
refined education, fifty Louis d'ors in 


her poſſeſſion, and a free paſſport to 
Paris, with a polite letter of introduc- 


tion to the Counteſs of Veraille; the 
fair Magdalena de Tourville, th tor- 
tified, arrived at that gay metropolis. 


The letter, of which Magdalena was 
the fair courier, introduced her to the 
notice of the Counteſs de Veraille, 


who received her with great friend- 
mie 
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ſhip and hoſpitality; preſſed her to 


and endeared herſelf to her by many 
acts of affection and fondneſs. The 


Counteſs de Veraille was a diſtant 


branch of the family of de Tourville, 
who, having fortunately eſcaped the 
ravages and depredation which civil 
wars and religious bigotry generally 
_ occaſion, lived in all the ſplendour of 


a French court, to which her fortune 


entitled her. She had early married 
the Count de Veraille, who left her a 
young and rich widow, without any 


incumbrance of children, or depend- 
ant relations. The firſt ſhe could not, 


by any means, deſire, as they would 


have interfered with her engagements 


of pleaſure; and the latter ſhe would 
never have admitted, as they might 


have intruded on the feelings of her 


heart.—Not that the Counteſs was 
poſſeſſed of any great ſhare of ſenſibi- 
N 5 lity 
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accept of her manſion as her home, 
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lity or compaſſion, as ſhe parted from 
the Count de Veraille, with : fortitude 
unexampled, and for his ſake declared 
ſhe would never marr) again. 


. reader, I beg you will 
not infringe on your own benevo- 
lence ſo far, as to ſuppoſe ſhe was not 

happy with the Count, and therefore 
rejoiced that the ſilken fetters were un- 
looſed from her; let us rather hope, 
in pity to human infirmities, that fear, 
leſt ſhe might not be again ſo bleſt, 
was the ſole motive that prompted her 
to the declaration. From whatever 
cauſe it proceeded, however certain we 
are, that the ſecret remained in her 
own breaſt for ever; and, on the de- 
miſe of the Count, as ſoon as decency 
and form would permit, ew to the 
gay world for protection drank plen- 
tifully of the waters the ſalubrious 
waters of Lethe, and was the firſt 
faſhionable 
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faſhionable lady in all faſhionable 
places of genteel reſort. Her houſe 
was a continual rendezvous for the 
gay and the inſipid, the rational and 
the free: You will not therefore be 
ſurpriſed when I remark, that however 
the recommendatory letter may have 
favoured our Heroine, and recom- 
| mended her to her protection, certain 

it is, that the attractive beauty of her 
_ perſon pleaded more powerfully with 
the Counteſs, than all the rhetoric of a 
Cicero would have done in her favour: 
It was what ſhe wiſhed, a companion 
in all her ſcenes of gaity and diſſipa- 
tion; and being a relation, the idea of 
couſin ſeemed to her a protection, and 
a warrant for every error the ſhould 
commir, 


The Counteſs, knowing poverty 
ſcarcely by name, had not the leaſt 
ſurmiſe of the intention of this her fair 
friend ; 


16 WALDECK ABBEY. 
friend; and we muſt be fo candid as 
to declare our Magdalena being of a 
juvenile and gay turn (the ſame blood 
flowing in her veins as animated the 

boſom of the Counteſs), the introduc- 

tion ſhe had into the company of the 
firſt and nobleſt of perſonages, which 
graced the Court of Verſailles, made 
her, for a time, forget her own inten- 
tion, and ſhe ſeemed to think her pre- 
ſent ſituation preferable to ſervitude, 
however the epithet might be ſoftened 
by the more tender appellation of 
companion, or governeſs; the plan 
ſhe had at firſt adopted as her only 
means, to live free from ſolitude or 
anxiety. 


Magdalena would have continued 
in this round of diſſipation, had not 
her purſe informed her, that fifty 
Louis d'ors was a ſinking fund, and 
that it began ſenſibly to diminiſh, 

BED : from 
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from the expences of dreſs, equipage, 

&c. The pleaſure ' of the pre- 
ceding day, therefore, began to leſſen, 
as the reflection of the following night 
did not ſoften her repoſe. The pillow 
was uneaſy that could not accommo- 
date her with recruiting reſt, for the 
farigues of the ſucceeding ſcenes of 
_ gaiety ; and her good underſtanding 
now began to aſſiſt her with prudence, 
as her hand-maid, and ſhe once more 
determined to purſue her firſt plan, as 


when ſhe left her father” 8 late hoſpi- 
table roof. 


A few days had elapſed, when an 
opportunity offered favourable to her 
wiſhes. —A rout being at the Coun- 
teſs's, the Duke de I intro- 
duced to the Counteſs an Engliſh 
Nobleman and his family, who were 
on their return home to England, 
having viſited sann where they 
had 
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3F as had left the young Lord Arnold to 
WT 5 purſue his travels. His family con- 
ſiſted of the Earl of Lavent, and 
Counteſs, with two young ladies, their 
1 * daughters. The young ladies were of 
2 the age of fourteen and fifteen; and 
our Magdalena being the ſecond per- 
ſon of conſequence in this polite circle, 
next the Counteſs, ſhe ſoon caught the 
attention of the young ladies. 
Indeed, to do Magdalena de Tour- 
JN volle candid juſtice, however diſtant 
mme might be in rank or fortune, from 
5 79 the firſt in ſo faſhionable an afſembly, 
4 the beauty of her perſon, and the at- 
x3 | tractive elegance ot her manners, with 
— the livelineſs of her wit, never failed to 
bring her to the notice and admiration 
of all, and gain the attention of the 

nobleſt and moſt ſenſible there. 
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The young ladies, Lady Catharine 
and Lady Ann Arnold, careſſed her 
With 
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with an, and not content cn 
the ſatisfaction they enjoyed in her 
company during this gay evening, 
preſſed her with ſolicitous anxiety, that 
ſhe would favour them with her com- 
pany as often as ſhe poſſibly could diſ- 
engage herſelf from the Counteſs, _ 
An acquaintance ſo favourable to 
her wiſhes, made her not heſitate to 
comply with their requeſt, which, 
being joined with the invitation of the 
2Z Earland Counteſs of Lavent, ſhe fully 
purpoſed in her mind, to take the firſt 
opportunity of letting them ſee ſhe was 
not unmindful of their obliging notice. 
Two days after the rout, by permiſ- 
fion of the Counteſs, ſhe viſited Lady 
Catherine, and Ann, at the Duke de 
9 — 8s. She was received with 
the moſt flattering marks of friend- 
ſhip by the whole family ; and what 
attractions had engaged their notice in 
the 
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the circle of hurry and diffipation, were | 
now, in the cool moments of retired 0 

converſation, greatly heightened ; they # 
almoſt adored her; and the faſcinat- 
ing gaiety of her wit and underſtand - 
ing, with her knowledge of muſic, and Ti 
the ſweetneſs and harmony of her 
voice, made her company very deſir- | | 
able. She was continually at the 

Duke de L———'s, though the 

Counteſs diſpenſed with her company 

very reluctantly; as in loſing her, 

' ſhe loſt the innocent guardian of her 
gayeſt hours. Magdalena was not of 
an age to ſee the Countefs's mo- 
tive for wiſhing for her company; and 
therefore, as ſhe imputed it entirely to 
the affectionate regard the had for her, 
owing to tlie affinity of blood, Mag- 
dalena beheld her in the plealing light 
of her beſt friend, and the protector of 

her youth. —She Iikewite reflected, 
it was through the Counteſs's means 
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fas was introduced to the familiar ac- 


quaintance of the Earl of Lavent's 


family ; and a large ſhare of gratitude 
having been inculcated into her tender 
mind, amidit her other innumerable 
virtues, ſhe loved the Counteſs with 
an affection as ſincere as the guileleſs 
rectitude of her heart could poſſibly 
lead her to. + 


The time was now drawing nigh, 
when this amiable family talked of re- 
turning to England, —Lady Catherine 
hinted a wiſh to Magdalena de Tour- 
ville, that ſhe wouid accompany them 


for a few months. Her heart yielded 


to the ſolicitation ; but as it would in- 
terfere with her preſent plan of eco- 
nomy, the preſſing overtures of her 
light purſe having every day told her, 
became more and more neceſſary, 


obliged her to decline it. However 


the compulſion ſhe v was conſtrained to 
endure, 


8 


22 WALDECK ABBEY. 


endure, from her poverty, was of ſhort 


duration ; for dining at the Duke's one 
day with the young ladies, Lord La- 


vent mentioned to the Ducheſs a de- 


ſire he had to take over with him 


to England a young lady, to reſide with 


his daughter as a companion, and 
wiſhed her to be of good connexions, 
as ſhe ſhould be, in every reſpect, 


treated as part of his family. The 
fine countenance of the lovely Magda- 


lena, ſuffuſed like ſcarlet, ſnewed the 
ſatisfaction of her heart at the over- 
ture; and, on her retiring with Lady 


Catherine and Anne, informed them 


her preſent fituation rendered it neceſ- 
ſary for her to embrace an opportunity 
of an eſtabliſhment ſo much to her ſa- 
tisfaction. 


| How ſhocked ſoever the ladies were, 
on her declaring the dependant ſtate 
ſhe was in, they nevertheleſs rejoiced 

. = ML 
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at the opportunity of ſerving, occa- 
ſionally, a friend they ſo much valued, 


The Earl and Counteſs were made ac- 
quainted with her intention, when they 


embraced the offer with pleaſure.— 
The lovely Magdalena was to be as 


themſelves, and a handſome falary al- 


lowed her, to make the ſituation, in 


all reſpects, agreeable to her. Mag- 


dalena was too young at this period, to 
look beyond the preſent moment. 


Youth is not the ſeaſon for reflection. 


She ſaw every comfort in the eſtabliſh= 
ment which the fanciful imagination 
of gaity and wit could form. That 
ſhe might be independent, was the wiſh 


neareſt her heart,—The aſſiſtance ſhe 
could afford the young ladies in their 


improvement in French and muſic, 


the deemed would be a ſufficient re- 


turn for all the favours ſhe ſhould re- 


ceive : How much more eligible, in 
her idea, would her ſituation be, 


than 
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than looking up to a brother for ſup- 
port, whoſe neceſſities would render it 
ſparing, or to attend on the caprice of 
an oftentatious rich dowager, whoſe 
pride would be to humble, or elſe | 
not own her. Theſe were the thoughts 
which crouded her mind in the firſt 
hurry of recollection. But when ſhe 
returned to the houſe of the Counteſs 
in the evening, and was received by 
her with every mark of regard and 
love, then family pride came to her ; 
aſſiſtance ; and, on her retiring to reſt, 1 
ſhe was diſtreſſed how ſhe ſhould in- 1 
form the Counteſs of her intention: 
How ungrateful to leave the friend 
who had received her with ſo much 
cordiality ; who had treated her as a 
child; introduced her into the polite 
world, where ſhe had been careſſed and 
admired, almoſt to idolatry. Should 
N 5 ſne not, by continuing with her, be 
mo always called Mademoiſelle de Tour- 
ville, 
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ville, and not be levelled to the humb- 
| ling appelation of a French governeſs: 

Let us recall our former declaration, 
and, in this inſtance of Magdalena, de- 
clare, that youth, at certain periods, 
has reflection. — Her obſervations are 
| Juſt, candid, and deliberate ; and there- 
fore, after weighing maturely the cir- 
cumſtances on both ſides of thequeſtion, 
ſhe at laſt determined to acquaint the 


Counteſs with her poverty, and her in- 


ability to ſupport herſelf in the ſtation 
ſhe, from her indulgence, had placed 
her. 


In the morning, therefore, at break- 
faſt, ſhe aſked the Counteſs for per- 


miſſion to fit with her, in her dreſſing- 
room (a requeſt which was never de- 


= nicd), and after prefacing the matter, 
= by a few obſervations on the pre- 


carious poſſeſſion of wealth, ſhe told 
her every circumſtance ; and conclud- 
„„ C ed 
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ed with ſaying, the ſmall fortune, which 
remained in the family of the Count 
de Tourville, made. it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for her to ſeek her own. 


The Lady Veraille heard her with 
great calmneſs and attention, *till ſhe 
mentioned her poverty; and then ſhe 
ceaſed no longer to refrain ſhewing 
her reſeatment. —© Did the Count de 
Tourville write the letter of introduc- 
tion to her to impoſe on his ſiſter, as a 

dependant on her bounty ? Did ſhe with 
to reſide with her in the character of a 
lady, and not able to ſupport it the 
dear Count de Veraille, her late Lord 
(here a ſigh obtruded itſelf) would 
never ſuffer her to be incommoded 
with the cries of diſtreſs, however they 
merited aſſiſtance, and; none of his 
noble inheritance ſhould + maintain 
beggars belonging to her. Why, 
Mademoiſelle de Tourville (it uſed to 

"I be 
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be always my dear Magdalena), did 
you not follow the noble example of 
your ſiſters, and chuſe a cloiſter; I 
would adviſe you to take the veil di- 


XZ rectly, and in that ſituation, I will al- 


ways be your friend; but never, if you 


contaminate the blood of the de Tour- 


ville's, by ſervitude.“ 


A chaſm happening here in her ar- 
gument, Magdalena de Tourville took 
occaſion to obſerve to her ladyſhip, 
that ſhe had offered her friendſhip, in 
the only ſituation in which it could not 
avail her.—A cloiſter required few 
conveniencies; and, in her opinion, 
admitted of no comforts. She ſhould 
deem it a life of abſolute miſery, to be 
immured within thoſe ſolemn walls, 


incapable of any alleviation, that indeed 
ſhe did not think it was the intention 


of providence to ſend her into the 
world for that purpoſe; and therefore, 
. was 
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was ſhe to take the veil (as her lady- 
ſhip adviſed), ſhe ſhould be guilty of 
as great a fin in acting (in a matter of 
ſuch moment) againſt her conſcience, 
as a whole age of penance could not 
atone for. 5 


Well, then,” ſaid her lady ſhip, 
„ purſue your own ſervile plan; but 
never expect protection from me, 
when you have once left my houſe.— 
Perhaps Mademoiſelle, ſne continues, 
your juvenile ſpirits, aided by family 
pride, and the attractive graces of your 
ö perſon, may induce you to think, that, 
by humbling yourſelf, you ſhall be ex- 
alted, and your aſpiring heart may 
hope to captivate the young Lord 
Arnold ; but, Mademoiſelle, if you 
have ſuch a wiſh, ſuppreſs it; for I had 
the honour of knowing Lord Arnold 
when he was on a viſit at the Duke de 
 L———'; and ] do aſſure you, he is 
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a young nobleman of powerful attrac- 
tions, and great penetration of judg- 
ment; likewiſe of a gay diſpoſition ; 


that however he might be captivated 


with the charms of Magdalena de 


Tovurville, he would not find thoſe at- 


tractions ſo powerful in a French go- 
verneſs to his ſiſters.” 


Magdalena told her, it was an idea 


which had never found a place 


in her mind, 'till her ladyſhip had 


thought proper to plant it there; but 
at preſent, there could be no danger, 


either from his attractions or her own; 
for his lordſhip was on his travels, and 


might poſſibly continue abroad for 


ſome years; and that the attention of 
the Farl and Counteſs of Levant to 
her, had made the love ſhe bore to 
them a duty, and the young ladies ſhe 


= ceſltcemed with the affection of a ſiſter. 
fa lifter,” ſaid the Counteſs, with 


"1 a 


_ a ſignificant ſmile ; © that is a love al- 


retired for the ſame purpole. 


' ringing of a bell, Mademoiſelle at- 
and met the Counteſs there, with two 


ſited at the houſe. Lady Veraille re- 


converſation ſimilar to that we have 
do the Counteſs juſtice, ſne was of a 
preſence of Mademoiſelle was to her, 


began to incline to look over the ſeverity 
of her owz expreſſions; and the ap- 
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ways transferable.” — Here her lady- 
ſhip ordered her maid to attend to her 
at the toilet; and Magdalena not hav- 
ing orders to quit her, ſhe likewiſe 


On dinner being announced by the 
tended in the dining- room, as uſual, } 
young Noblemen, who frequently vi- | 


ceived Magdalena with her accul- 
tomed attention and affability, as if no 


related, had ever paſſed. Indeed, to 


forgiving ternper ; and having revol- 
ved in her mind how ſerviceable the 


"2% 
1 


; Fe e 
SITS FE. 
e 
by ta 
N 
: 9735 
2 8 


WALDECK ABBEY, 31 


pearance of theſe two young Noble- A 
men confirmed her in the neceſſity of YN 
having ſome female attendant, other- 
wiſe ſhe could not, with propriety to 

her character, receive gentlemen alone. 9 


The Counteſs had not yet experi- 
enced any failure in her charms; there- 
fore ſhe imputed their viſits ſolely to 
her own attractions, when the truth, in 
reality, was the captivating graces and 
faſcinating converſation of Mademoi- 
ſelle de Tourville, which brought the 
Senſible and polite to the table of the 
Counteſs de Veraille. Her ladyſhip 
had abundance of levity, which Mag- 
dalena's penetration ſaw; and there- 
tore ſhe determined ſtill to accompany 
a the Earl and family to England; nor 
bu: | could her amiable and ſweet temper 
entirely forget the ſeverity of the Coun- 
w_ s expreſſions the preceding mornn 
ing. The being deemed a beggar, a de= 2 
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pendant, hurt her family pride, and, in 
her own imagination, ſhe exalted her- 


ſelf (as the Counteſs called it) before 


ſhe was humbled. The young Lord 


Arnold had not found a paſſage to her 
heart (indeed how could he, as ſhe had 
never ſeen him); but the idea of the 
conqueſt pleaſed her; and more ſo, as 


it would give her an opportunity to 


retaliate on the Counteſs her ſeverity 
on her, who was of the ſame blood and 
family as herſelf, 


Thus arguing, ſhe determined to 90 
to England, and ac company the 


Counteſs the ſame ems to the 


ſhe had nothing to do but gain a ſuf- 


ficient reitet to withſtand the at- 


tacks of the Counteſs, who, by every 
art 


—'s rout. She 
aſſured Lady Catharine and Anne, no- 
thing ſhould prevent her viſiting Eng- 

land with them. Thus determined, 
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art of inſinuation, endeavoured to wich- 
draw her from her attachment to the 
Earl of Lavent's family; but finding 
it would not avail, ſhe gave way to her 


natural impetuoſity of temper, and 
parted with Magdalena two days before 
they left Paris, in manifeſt reſentmeflt 
and anger. I he amiable Magdalena 


was exceedingly hurt at leaving the 


| Counteſs on ſuch unfriendly terms.— 
She therefore wrote her a letter, beg- 


ging her forgiveneſs, for doing what 
| ſhe was compelled; but as ſhe did 


not mention any inclination to re- 
turn to her, the Counteſs did not think 


] 1 worthy a reply. As we have now 


parted from the Counteſs de Veraille, 


1 and the lovely Magdalena de Tour- 


ville, who {ought the protection of the 
Earl of Lavent and his family, it is but 


neceſſary we ſhuuld acquaint our read 
ers with the pedigree of that illuſtrious 


houſe, which we will do in next chapter. 
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A GENEALOGY. 


Force AvcusTus ARNOLD, 
then Ear] of 1.avent, Baron 
Arnold, of Arnold, in the North 
Riding of the County of York, was 
the ſeven and fortieth Earl, the firſt 
of that title, having come over with 
William the Conqueror, his lordſhip 


was a collateral Baronet, the ſenior 


Earl dying without male iſſue, One 


fell 
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fell in the battle of Creſſy, under the 
banner of Edward the Black Prince, 
and bother ſhared the lame fate at 
Agincourt, TI his preſ.nt heir to the 


tit and opulent inheritance, was a 


Nobleman, of che moſt amiable man- 
ners, extenſive knowledge, and engag- 
ing perſon, with an expanded heart, 
ſtored with benevolence and every 
moral virtue The Counteſs of La- 
vent was a counterpart of her beloved 
lord; the ladies Catherine and Anne 
trod ia the fame amicable path their 
fond parents led them. The young 


Lord Arnold was on his travels, who, 


together with his two amiable ſiſters, 


were the only ſurviving children out 
of nine his lordſhip had by the Count- 
els, In ſuch an agreeable ſociety, 


where contented cheerfulneſs and ra- 


tional converſation were the chief en- 
tertainments of each ſucceeding day, 
we need not be ſurpriſed, when we find 
C6 Mademoiſelle 
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36 WALDECK ABBEY. 

Mademoiſelle de Tourville quietly re- 
concil1 to her change, from a round 
of lev y and diTpacion, in which ſhe 
was always engaged at the Counteſs de 
Veraille's. She fou. d herſelf extremely 
happy in her preſent engagement, and 
rejoiced when the day arrived that ſne 
quitted Paris for Calais, to viſit Eng- 
land. A packet having been pre- 
viouſly provided for them, they em- 
barked, and the wind being favourable 
for their paſſage, a few hours brought 
them to Dover, when Mademoiſelie 
Tourville ſet her firſt ſteps on the cliffs 
of Albion, and hazarded her future 
welfare in life to the guardianſhip of 
Engliſh LOO: 


As ſhe had th been taught the 
Engliſh tongue, from her having re- 
ſided two years with a family of that 
country, at Berne, in Switzerland, and 
having never been! in the leaſt conver- 
ſant 
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ſant with people of an inferior order 
from Nobility, her ideas were greatl7 
deranged, when, on landing at Dover, 
ſhe did not receive the reſpectful at- 
tention ſhe had always experienced in 
her own country. The buſtle which 
atrends the arrival of a paciet into 


port, with the rough manners and 
pointed language of the Engliſh 
_ failors, gave her no favourable opinion 
vof the exchange which ſhe had made. 
Magdalena could not conceive, Lord 
Lavent, with his clcgant family, were 
national characters with thoſe ſhe now 

| beheld; and when an Engliſh failor, 
with their accuſtomed ſincerity and 
good will, offered his hand to conduct 
her on ſhore, ſhe ac firſt heſitated, and 
then gave 1t with reluctance ; wonder- 
ing, at the ſame time, in her own 
mind, whether he knew it was Ma- 
demoiſelle de Tourville, who thus 
honoured him, The honeft tar per- 
: formed 
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formed the intention of his heart, by 
conducting her in ſafety to the land; 

and without any preface, of his hat 
under his arm (if he had a hat), or an 


obſequious bow, he gave her a rough 


ſqueeze by the hand; ſwearing at the 
ſame time, ſhe was the prettieſt girl he 
had ever landed on that ſhore, abrupt- 
ly left her. Magdalena found her de- 
licacy wounded at the roughneſs of 
the compliment—at the ſame time 
felt it in its full force; and at the mo- 
ment began thoughts to make 
a compatiſon between the ſailors of 
England, and the profound veneration 
and awe with which ſhe was always 
the 


in her 


RProached by 
L— 
who both repeatedly had told her, her 
eyes were brighter than the morning 
ſun, and her ſkin fairer than lilies— 


ce faireſt lies not ſo fair.“ — Whether 


in the event of her meditation, the. 


lailor 


young Lord 
and the Marquis D —, 


2 
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ſailor would not have had the prefe- 
rence given to him, as to the ſincerity 
| of the compliment againſt the two 
young Noblemen in the heart of Mag- 
dalena, we were unfortunately pre- 
vented from knowing, by Lady Ca- 
tharine and Anne having now joined 
their fair friend, and rouſed her out of 
the reverie ſhe was then in; and there- 
fore left the conteſt undecided. — 
When ſhe related the eloquence of the 
ſailor's expreſſions to her, it afforded 
Lord Lavent and the ladies much en- 
tertainment; and his Lordſhip ob- 
ſerved to her, that ſhe muſt accommo- 
date herſelf to Engliſh manners, as 
ſincerity and hoſpitality only were the 
characteriſtics of his countrymen.— 
Mademoiſelle de Tourville ſubmitted 
to his Lordſhip's judgment: For, from 
the natural amiable diſpoſition of her 
heart, and the purity of her mind, ſhe 
ever acqui ielced o opinions ſhe knew 
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ſuperior to her own. —Indeed, fhe en- 
tertained a flattering opinion of her 
own beauty ; and therefore, from his 
Lordſhip's obſervations, ſhe recalled 
the ſailor to her mind with more 
pleaſing ſatisfaction, and began to 
think that his rough hand, as it had 
afforded her the aſſiſtance ſhe at the 
minute wanted, had not in the leaſt 
contaminated the blood of the de 
Tourvilles, any more than the compli- 
ment of her being the prettieſt girl he 
ever ſaw, had dimmed the luſtre of her 
eyes in compariſon to the ſun, or her 
ſkin to the faireſt lilies : But Magda- 
lena was to receive a more ſevere mor- 
ti fication to the power of her charms, 
before {he reached St, James's-{quare ; 
for Lord Lavent, travelling poſt from 
Dover with four horſes, on going down 
Shuter's-hill, a trace belonging to the 
harneſs breaking, it cauſed the horſe to 
fall down, and the carriage, from it's 

velocity 
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| velocity in going down ſuch a deeli- 
very much frightened ; and ſome pea- 
field, came immediately to their al- 


the coach. The honeſt huſbandman 
| deſired Mademoiſelle de Tourville to 
to raiſe herſelf up, and he would take 
her in his arms (it was an expreſſion, 
we will allow, might forcibly ſtrike 


{ ſhe therefore recoiled at the overture, 


| roughly, that though he was a poor 
man, he was clean and wholeſome.— 
Magdalena having ſpoke French, he 
continued to tell her, he had aſſiſted 


| there were no prettier women than the 
ö Engliſh in all the world, This ha- 
rangue raiſed a ſmile on the lovely 


many as good Engliſhwomen as her- 
ſelf, though ſhe was ſo handſome; and 


face 


vity, went over him.—They were all 
ſants, being at work in an adjoining. 


ſiſtance, in order to get them out of 


the mind of a lively Frenchwoman); 


| which the man obſerving, told her 
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face of Magdalena.—She ſubmitted to 
the embraces of the honeſt ruſtic, and 
threw herſelf into his arms; by which 
means ſhe was extricated ſrom her 
danger, and the fears it had occaſioned. 


The carriage being thus lightened, 
the horſe: was releaſed from his con- 
finement under the wheel; and having 
received no material injury, they pro- 
ceeded on their route for London :— it 
The friend of Magdalena firſt remind- 
ing her, notwithſtanding ſhe was a fine 
French lady, ſhe did not refuſe the 
arms of a common Engliſhman.--- 
This obſervation of the good hearted 
hind enlivened their converſation dur- 
ing the remainder of the journey, and 
Lord Lavent repeatedly preſſed Mag- 
dalena to give him her opinion, which 
ſhe preferred the rough manners of 
his countrymen, or the polite obſe- 
quious ones of her own z but Mag- 
dalena 
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0 dalena declined giving one; as it is 3 

d moſt likely, at that moment, ſhe was 4 

h incapable of on either ſide. | 

1. When they arrived at his Lordſhip's 
houſe in St. James's-ſquare, Made- | 

„ moiſelle was ſtruck with the ſplendour —. 1 | 

and elegance of the houſe and apart- RR 

g ments. The numerous ſervants, whoſe | q 

- rich liveries, and great attention, 

- == delighted her. Compariſon was not to 

- be made, between what ſhe had left at 

e the Counteſs de Veraille's, and what 

e ſhe now found; all was enchantment; 

- and, on her walking to the elegant 

1 apartment aſſigned her, as her own, 

- ſhe went to reſt, in a delirium ; that in 

] dreams brought ſpirits, caſtles, and 

: fairy land, with a retinue of other chi- 

1 merical ideas to her fancy, raiſed by a 

f lively imagination, which never failed 


to aflift her ! in all emergencies. 75 


Her 


i 
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ber mind never yielded to melan- 
choly, if it ſometimes did to reflection; 


and therefore we may ſuppoſe it was 
unuſually animated at the preſent pro. 


pet. The next day ſhe was ſhewn 
the houſe, with the ſuperb drawing- 
room and anti- chamber, where hung 
the portrait of the young Lord Ar- 
nold, drawn at full length. On 
being told by Lady Catharine it was 
her brother, Magdalena felt an un- 
uſual glow on her cheeks; and throb- 


bing at her heart, on bchoiding the 


portrait of the man, the Councef 
had been pleaſed to adopt as the fu- 
ture poſſeſſor of her aF ions, the 
figure pleaſed her; and the expreſ- 
five look of his fine eyes {though in 


canvas only) ſeemed to tell the tender 


tale the kind Lady Veraille had incul- 
cated into her mind. On mentioning 
her brother, Lady Catharine took oc- 
caſion to obſerve to Mademoiſeile de 

T ourville 
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Tourville the affectionate regard Lord 
Lavent had for this amiable ſon ; and 
concluded her obſervation by remark- _ 
7 | ing, that Lord Arnold was the moſt ac- 
compliſhed young Nobleman of the 
E age, —< Allow for the partiality of a 
ſiſter, Mademoiſelle,” ſaid the amiable 
Lady Catharine, © when I tell you the 
attractive graces of my dear George 
has already failed not to captivate the 
moſt amiable and lovely of our young 
friends, and particular favourites, who 
are inceſſantly ſighing for his return 
to England.” This gave Magda- 
lena an opportunity to aſk when that 
happy period would arrive (more for 
ker own information, than the ſighing 
beauties, we may preſume to think), 
which Lady Anne ſaid, would be in 
leſs than a year and a half; a ſhort 
time; and Mademoiſelle de Tourville, 
now we are ſo happy as to have you 
for our amiable viſitor, we will unite 
our 
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afford us, to employ the intervening 


equal to his ability, largely contributed 
liberal ſupply to her purſe, which, in 


one of his daughters; ſhe was careſſed 
as ſuch; and Lady Lavent never 


third perſon with them. But the 
amiable heart and diſpoſition of Mag- 


eee 


our joint efforts, by every entertain. 
ment which the capital or country can 


months, till his appearance amongſt 
us again under this happy roof, : 


Lord Lavent, whoſe generoſity was 
to the happineſs of Magdalena, by his 


every reſpect, enabled her to appear as 


thought the company of Lady Catha- 
rine and Anne a ſufficient happineſs to 
her, unleſs Mademoiſelle made the 


dalena gained her the eſteem and love 
of all tro whom ſhe was introduced ; 
and gratitude, (as we have obſerved) 
being a chief ingredient in her delicate 
compoſition, ſhe did not fail to per- 
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form what ſhe ſo fully propoſed, the 
improvement of the young ladies in 
French and muſic. Indeed, none was 
more capable of the undertaking than 
f Magdalena; and the act being volun- 
tary on her part (for there never had 
been a hint thrown out for her to do 


it), ſhe performed it with alacrity and 


pleaſure. They always converſed in 


French, when alone; and muſic being 
an entertainment of which ſhe was paſ- 


: 1 ſionately fond, the intervening hours 
of leiſure were employed at the harp- 
E ſichord or organ. 


Thus tutored, 
the young ladies became inſenſibly 


improved, and viſibly ſo to Lord 


and Lady Lavent, who, Judging 
from whom the improvement pro- 
ceeded, endeared Mademoiſelle the 


more. to them both; and now the 
name of French governeſs, which of- 


tended the delicate ear of Mademoiſelle 
de Tourville, when coming from the 
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Tevere Lady Veraille, was loſt in the 


companion and friend ; and her proud 
blood whiſpered (we will ſuppoſe in a 
dream) that ove impediment, and the 


principal one, mentioned by the 


Counteſs reſpecting Lord Arnold, was 
entirely removed,.and the degrading 
epithet totally loſt. 79 


The ſummer advancing, they left 
St. James's- ſquare, and retired for ſix 
months to the groves and parting 
ſtreams of Waldeck Abbey, in Wor- 
ceſterſhire, a place calculated to inſpire 
a romantic fancy with admiration.— 
Here nature ſeemed to have left art 


in diſpleaſure ; not deigning to afford 


her the leaſt opportunity to exert her- 
ſelf, ſhe froliced amidſt a profuſion of 
beauties of her own creation; and 
Magdalena, who was truly heroic in 


every reſpect, ſeemed to rejoice that 


ſhe could ſo freely ſport, ſurrounded 
with 
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with her ſiſter graces, and bid defiance 
to imitation, however artfully hid be- 
neath the pleaſing contemplation of a 
ſuperior genius. Waldeck Abbey was 
formerly a ſeminary of religious monks, 
of the Carthuſian Order. This Abbey, 
with many others, were ſequeſtered in 
the reign of Henry the Eighth.— 
That Prince gave it to the then Lord 
Lavent, as an acknowledgment for 
| ſome ſignal. ſervice he had performed 
in a naval engagement. As the 
monks ever choſe their reſidence, 
where all the comforts and luxuries of 
life can be eaſily attained, they placed 
Waldeck on the declivity of a hill, in 
the centre of Worceſterſhire, being 
ſheltered on the back by towering 
woods and groves ; and, in the oppo- 
fite front, commanding an extenſive 
_ Proſpect of the ſurrounding country: 
A branch of the Severn, meandering 
in gentleſtreams, watered this delight- 
vor. 1. ful 
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ful ſpot; and the ſalubrity of the air 
increaſed the languid vigour of de- 
crepitude, and added additional ani- | 
mation to vivacity and youth. Ma- 
demoiſelle de. Tourville enjoyed 
a redundancy of health: — And na- 
ture in her formation, ſeemed to 
have gone beyond the ſtandard of ex- 
cellence; yet Waldeck, in the purity 
of it's atmoſphere, brought even na- 
ture to her 7%, and increaſed the fine 
fluſh on Magdalena's animated tranſ- 
parent ſkin; and the azure blue of her 
expreſſive fine eyes could only be 
equalled by the canopy over her head. 


The numerous ſeats of the nobility 
and gentlemen of the county ſurround- | 
ing Waldeck Abbey, brought a large 
company frequently to Lord Lavent's, 


Mademoiſelle became the conteſted il 


rival in the hearts of the youthful. 
lovers ; and the goddeſs of Waldeck 
7 — Abbey 
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Abbey was an appellation ſhe was 
more frequently known by, than the 
name of Miſs de Tourville, which ſhe 
had now aſſumed, being determined to 
relinquiſh all of the Frenchwoman, 
even to her name. Among the vi- 
fitors at Waldeck Abbey, were two 


young gentlemen, Sir Archibald 


Danvers, and Capt. Ardley. Sir 
Archibald was a young Baronet, who 
had lately come into the poſſeſſion of a 
fine fortune, on his coming of age. 


Capt. Ardley was in the guards, and 


the eldeſt ſon of Sir Edward Ardley. 


Theſe young gentlemen, frequently 


viſiting at the Abbey, ſoon became 
enamoured of Miſs de Tourville, and 
were rivals and candidates for a heart 
the moſt pure and amiable that ever 
graced the female breaſt; but the 


lovely Magdalena was inſenſible to 


their advances, and only, when rallied 


by Lord Lavent, on the murdering 
"B73 executions 
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execution of her eyes, ſeemed to know 
they paid her any particular attention. 
Her mind was engroſſed by ideas ſhe 
herſelf could ſcarcely comprehend ; 
and the Counteſs Veraille never oc- 
curred to her thoughts—but ſhe 
brought the young Lord Arnold with 
her. Her heart ſeemed to be wander- 
ing after a lover unknown ; and the 
elegant figure of Sir Archibald, with 
the engaging manners of Capt. Ard- 
ley, would not admit of compariſon in 
either, with what ſhe expected to meet 
in the ideal perfections of this all ac. 
compliſned man. His picture was 
ever preſent to her view, when ſhe was 
delineating perfection; and notwith- 
ſtanding Capt. Ardley was a gentle- 
man of engaging. converſation, and 
polite addreſs, thoſe accompliſhments 
afforded her no other pleaſure than 
the attentions of a young man to 
every female, Sir Edward Ardley 


and 
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and the Earl of Lavent were on terms 


eſtates joined: The united power they 
held in the country, made it neceſſary 
they ſhould ever accord in ſentiment 


and opinion. But the hearts of the 
gentlemen, Magdalena ſoon perceived, 


were very oppoſite. She had expe- 


rienced, on many occaſions, the un- 


bounded generoſity of Lord Lavent. 
But her penetration viewed Sir Ed- 
ward in every incident of his conduct. 


Sir Edward was artful, pompous, and 
inſinuating. His intereſt, and that of 
his family, were the ſole guiding mo- 


tive of all his attions.—He would 


cringe to the fawning favourite of a 
profligate Prince, to aggrandize his 
own poſterity, at the expence and ruin 
of his country, and carry himſelf, with 


unbounded arrogance, to thoſe who 
had been dupes to his artifice, With 
ſuch a father, Magdalena ſaw no hap- 


VH 


of the moſt perfect friendſhip: Their 
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pineſs, had ſhe conſented to view the 
ſon in the favourable light he wiſhed, 
Now Sir Archibald Danvers was a cha- 
racer directly different from the for- 
mer. - He had unfortunately loſt his 
parents when only eight years of age, 
and being under the care of guardians, 
whoſe tempers varied as their diſpoſi- 
tions did. If one adviſed him to be 
liberal, the other checked him for his 
profuſeneſs.—Thus differently adviſed 
by both, to keep their favour, and at 
the ſame time indulge himſelf in his | 
own natural inclination, he ſpent a 
competent fortune in trifles none could 
enjoy but himſelf, and delighted in the 
parade of appearances, without one 
thought that could do credit to his hu- 
manity, or a dedicated idea to bene- 
volence or charity beyond himſelf. 
Mi's Danvers, his ſiſter, who now re- 
ſided with him, had, from her infancy, 
been under the care of a maiden aunt, 
who 


n 


who taught her frugality in the ex- 
treme.— All was unneceſſary expence, 
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which went beyond the mere call of 


nature; and if her heart yielded once 


to the pitying diſtreſs of poverty, by 


giving a crown to a ſtarving family, it 


was echoed abroad as an act the moſt 
meritorious, and deſerving Heaven. 
Thus Magdalena read the minds and 
diſpoſitions of the relatives belonging 


to the two gentlemen, who wiſhed to 


poſſeſs a heart fraught with charity, 


benevolence, and hoſpitality : The 


contrait was too great tor her ever to 
regret the loſs of either, though in 


themſelves apparently amiable. And 


when ſhe vicwed Lord Lavent with a 
mind congenial with her own, we need 
not wonder if the ſon roſe in her eſti- 
mation in proportion as ſhe compared 


the father with the gentlemen we have 
juſt named, Lord Arnold muſt be 


Lord Lavent; Lord Arnold's mind 
MH muſt 


56 WALDECK ABBEY. 
muſt then correſpond with the opi- 
nions of Magdalena de Tourville ; for 
Lord Lavent poſſeſſed every virtue. 
Lord Lavent and his lady were much 
ſurpriſed to hear Miſs de Tourville 
declare her determination to refuſe the 
two gentlemen ; they could not con- 
ceive the cauſe. — And Sir Archibald 
Danvers was ſo ardently bent on poſ- 
ſeſſing a treaſure he. deemed inefti- 
mable, that he offered Lord Lavent 
to make a very large ſettlement on 
her ; but all the wealth in the world 
could not biaſs the heart of Magdalena 
to reſign her happineſs for ſo pre- 
carious a bleſſing ; and indeed (though 
ſtrange to tell) ſhe had no heart to 
beſtow—Magdalena abſolutely refuſed 
them both.—And the diſappointment 
to the hopes and wiſhes of Sir Archi- 
bald was ſo great, that he left England, 
and went and reſided in Italy, The 
young ladies, Catherine and Anne, 
were 
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| were not ſolicitous to know the cauſe 
of Miſs de Tourville's conduct. 
They acquieſced i in it with N 
wiſhing her to hold in the ſame reſo- 
lution ; as, by that means, they ſhould 
{till continue to have the pleaſure of 
her company; and they had no in- 
_ clination to part from her. 


The fix months being elapſed, they 
left the ſylvan ſcenes, and returned to 
St. James's-ſquare, where the diver- 
ſions of the gay town entirely drove 
from the remembrance of Magdalena 
her unfortunate lovers. — She gained 
new admirers in all places of public 
_ reſort; and Lady Catharine and Anne, 
being for the firſt time brought into 

the circle of polite company, the three 
were denominated the graces. 


Lady Catharine Arnold was now - 
advancing to ſeventeen years of age. 
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In her perſon The bore the perfect re- 
ſemblance to her mother, Lady La- 
vent. — She had expreſſive eyes, and a 
charming countenance. Her temper 
was amiable, and her underſtanding 
above mediocrity. Lady Catharine 
was greatly favoured by the partiality 
of her indulgent parents, who pleaſed 
themſelves in the ideal proſpect of 


each day viewing her riſing perfec- 
tions. 


Lady Anne was near ſixteen, and 


not ſo happy in her external appear- 
ance. She was, however, a fine figure, 
being 1 tall, and delicately made. The 
ſtriking beauty of face was in Lady 
Anne wanting; and there was a de- 
ficiency of animal life, which gives a 
vivacity to the eyes and countenance. 
Lady Anne was of a dull faturnine 
habit; and only ſince Miſs de Tour- 
ville had reſided with them, was 

known 
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known to expreſs any wiſh to engage 
in the ſocieties of gaiety, or to force her 
mind to receive inſtructions. Books 
were her moſt pleaſing recreation; her 
mind was therefore ſtored with know- 
ledge, without any defire to com- 
municate it from the coldneſs of 
habitual filence, ———Lady Anne, 
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nevertheleſs, ſhone as one of the 
graces, under the benign influence of 
Magdalena, whoſe lively wit and 
agreeable manners, drew, as by magic, 
the polite and ſenſible of all denomi- 
nations, to the temple where ſhe re- 


ſided. 


In agreeable employments, varying 
each day, as company, or ſome public 
amuſement, intereſted them. The 
months of winter paſſed (as they always 
do pals, with the contented and happy) 
away very quick; and the inviting” 
month of May told Lord and Lady 
-D® Lavent, 
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Lavent, that Waldeck Abbey wanted 
only the lovely goddeſſes to make it 
the moſt beautiful ſcene in nature.— 
The young ladies were deſirous to re- 
turn to theſe groves of rural felicity.— 
They again quitted St. James's-ſquare, 
and left the buſy world once more, 
to enjoy the ſalubrious air of Wal- 
deck; to liſten to the harmonious 
choir of numerous feathered ſongſters, 
with the ſweet plaintive philomel, 
echoing through the woods her love- 
ſick ſong, equalled only by Magda- 
lena's ſtill more inſpiring lays. 


They had not enjoyed this ſcene of 
quiet and happineſs above a fortnight, 
when the breaſt of the lovely Magda- 
lena was diſturbed more than all the 
rout and noiſe of St. James's could 
have done, or had in their power to 
equal. Lord Lavent had a letter from 

. his 


WALDECK ABBEY. 61 
his ſon, who was at the Duke of 
L— 's at Paris, impatiently wait- 
ing for his commands to return to 
England. Not a moment was delayed 
to forward this agreeable embaſſy, and 
Lord Arnold was daily, and then 
hourly expected. 


Here, reader, let us retire for a few 
minutes from our preſent entertain- 
ment, not to confute, but confirm the 
general received and certain opinion, 
that the pleaſure of the imagination is 
the only real pleaſure we almoſt know. 

The lovely Magdalena is a proof of 
the aſſertion; while Lord Arnold was 
abroad, her heart danced with ex- 
pectation for the arrival of the man 
her fertile imagination had depicted as 
a pattern of human perfection. He 
was now arrived, — What were her 
ſenſations, very different. The man 
was the ſame in her idea; but a train 
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of unuſual and confuſed notions 
raiſed a perturbation in her breaſt, un- 
favourable to the peace ſhe had, till ©. 
this moment, enjoyed. Ah! but let 
us not be prophetic ; let us not antici- 
 pate.—The lovely Magdalena, beau- 
'riful as the morn, was walking in the 
grove, accompanied by Lady Catha- 
rine and Anne, when, on turning 
. round a group of trees, that hid the 
molt pleaſing objects in nature from 
her view, Lady Catharine ſuddenly 
exclaimed, © My brother —my dear 
George;” and ſpringing from them, 
ran, and throwing her arms round 
his neck, almoſt ſmothered him, 
in a ſiſterly embrace. Lady 
Anne quickly followed; and it was 
with difficulty he could diſengage 
himſelf from them : So ſolicitous were 
they to ſhew that love they had for ſo 
-atniable-and deſerving a brother. 
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During this conteſt of affection, 
Magdalena had an opportunity to 


view the man ſhe had fo fancifully deſ- 


cribed to her imagination; and we 


are ſorry to ſay, he rather exceeded, 
than fell ſhort of her favourable de- 


lineation. Lady Catharine then pre- 


ſented Lord Arnold to Miß de Tour- 
ville as her brother, and our Magda- 
lena to him as their particular and 
partial friend. Lord Arnold ſtarted, 
when they preſented Magdalena to 
him ; but we will ſuppoſe the ſtart 
did not proceed from ſurpriſe, at the 


power of her beauty, but rather from 


meeting a ſtranger. Whatever was 
the occaſion, Lord Arnold was 


But as Lord Arnold will be the prin- 
cipal, and the very principal cauſe of 
the following hiſtory, it is but an ho- 
nour due to his merit, that we aſſign a 

chapter 
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innumerable other 


as a proof, among 


proofs, that there is no ſuch thing as 
perfection to be found in human na- 


dure. 


' WALDECK ABE T. 6 MK 
' x f 
CHAP. iv. 
' LORD ARNOLD. # 5 
5 
EogR CE Aucusrus ARNOLD was | 


now in the twenty-fourth year 
of his age. His perſon nature had | 
formed in one of her moſt perfe 
moulds. His face was manly ; and 
his eyes quick, lively, and penetrat- \ 
ing; his underſtanding was acute, 
ſound, and clear, improved by 
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larged and judicious education, ſtill 


more enlightened by travelling. His 
Lordſhip had likewiſe a ſmall tincture 


of the libertine in his compoſition, 


which rather diminiſhed the Juſtre 


of his other accompliſhments, but 


enlivened his wit and manners, tended 
to make him, if not the moſt amiable, 


yet one of the moſt irreſiſtible men 
liwing. 


ech was Lord Arnold, when he 
met the lovely Magdalena at dinner 
on the day of his arrival at Waldeck 


Abbey. How the heart of Miſs de 
Tourville was at this moment ſituated, 


we will not be ſo impertinent as to 


attempt to deſcribe, or even to know, 


Of this only we are certain, that no 
failure happening to check thoſe plea- 


ſing imaginations, that had ſo long 
harboured in that innocent boſom. —- 
Lord Arnold, we preſume, was not 
leſſened 
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eſſened in her eſteem, on his appearance 1 


at Waldeck Abbey, nor damped thoſe "= | 
ideas Lady Veraille had too forcibly 2 
inſtilled into her mind, might be the 1 
conſequences of her viſiting England. 8 | b 
[ Ef 


During the dining time, Lord La- 
vent inquired of his ſon after- rhe fa- 
mily of the Duke de L———, and 
then aſked if he ſaw the Counteſs 
Veraille. His Lordſhip ſaid, he had 
the pleaſure of ſpending the evening 
previous to his leaving Paris with her, 

and that her Ladyſhip was very well. 
Lord Lavent then obſerved, that 
Miſs de Tourville was a near re- 
lation of her Ladyſhip's ; which Lord 
Arnold ſaid he knew; and bowing to 
Magdalena, ſaid, the Duke de L—— 
had informed him ſo. Magdalena 
was ſecretly pleaſed in her own mind, 
that the information to Lord Arnold 
came from the Duke de L——=—, as 
| the 
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the hi oh eſtimation ſhe ſtood in with „ 
his Grace, and the Ducheſs, made her = 
certain of the favourable repreſenta- Il 
tion her ſituation with his family would 


the virulence which was to be ex- 


tion, for once, deceived her; and, on 


fair friend of his ſiſter's, fell infinitely 


ſhe not cautiouſly guarded him againſt 
the attractive graces and charms of 


be made from them; and not any of 


pected, if the Counteſs Veraille had 
been the informant. 


However, Magdalena's penetra- 


their retiring to the drawing- room, 
after dinner, Lord Arnold told her, in 
a whiſper, that the Duke and Ducheſs 
of L———'s commendatiofÞ of the 


ſhort of the partiality of Madame de 
Veraille for her fair couſin; and had 


Miſs de Tourville, he could never have 
withſtood the firſt view of excellence, 


* 


3 
SD 


beheld united in one woman. 


Magdalena bowed with a pecu- 
liar grace at the compliment; and 
now, had Lord Lavent aſked her 

for a decided opinion on French and 

S Engliſh manners, ſhe would have 

5 | readily given it in favour of her rough 

1 and ruſtic friends, in compliment to 

his ſon, whom ſhe had no doubt but 
her charms would make her ſlave. 


; be lovely Miſs de Tourville con- 
| tinued fill to be the idol, at whoſe 
ſhrine all implicitly bent the knee of 
homage, in the youthful lovers that 
ſurrounded Waldeck Abbey. Sonnets 


her from unknown and from acknow- 
Icdged admirers. Among the laſt, 
Capt. Ardley again ventured to renew 


his ſuit, for the 3 of that in- 


valuable 
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ſo much more than he had ever yet 


and madrigals were continually ſent 
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valuable treaſure, Magdalena's Wbt 


But ſhe was cold and inattentive.— 


Sir Edward Ardley, who was paſſion— 
ately fond of his ſon, applied to Lord 


Lavent for him, to exert his influence 
over the fair incorrigible. Lord La- 


vent's power, however great, could 


not avail, for one happy man; while 


that happy, thrice happy object of her 
tender wiſhes, ſeemed inſenſible to the 
force of her charms, would laugh at 


her in the company of his ſiſters, for 


the premeditated execution ſhe was 


daily committing ; and when a private 
moment offered, would ſoftly tell her, 
| he had reaſon to bleſs the Counteſs 
Veraille, for the inſtructions ſhe gave 
him, to avoid the danger he muſt in- 
evitably have met, had he not been 


guided by her prudence. 


Theſe mortifying inſinuations made 
the tender heart bd Magdalena ſigh in- 
ceſſantly 


> 
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ceflantly with others not leſs eruel:— 


And though he never left Waldeck 
Abbey to ſeck other ſociety, he would, 
nevertheleſs, fit by the banks of the 
Severn, and angle -for fiſh three hours 
together, or retire to his library and 
read, never endeavour to meet even 
his ſiſters, but when occaſions or ne- 
ceſſity brought them together. 


When expectations guide the paſ- 
ſions of youth, they are in general 
plcaſing to the mind.— The preſent 
ſummer produced certainty, and the 
imagination was void. —Lord Arnold 
was returned Lord Arnold, the 
am!able Lord Arnold, was with them. 
But not the Lord Arnold Magdalena 


wiihed him to be.—He was inſenſible 
to her attractions; and not only in- 


ſenſible, but avowedly ſo, even to her. 


He bleſt the inſtruction that had made 


him 
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him indifferent ; and ſeemed to think 
the loſs of Magdalena, the lovely 


Magdalena, an acquiſition to his hap- 


happineſs. 


ii tha, at 


this period of our hiſtory, loſe ſome 


ſmall degree of your favour. —For this 
amlable engaging man, the poſſeſſor 


of Magdalena's heart, had duplicity, 
had deception. Let him loſe but a 
ſmall degree of your favour; for what 


man is without duplicity or deception. — 


Lord Arnold ſoon entered the lift of 


Miſs de Tourville's molt paſſionate 


admirers —He_ adored the woman; 


but many were the reaſons that made 


him wiſh to ſuppreſs his paſſion, — 


Lord Arnold had penetration: He 
ſaw 700, in Magdalena's eyes, which 


ever ſpoke the language of nature, a 


tenderneſs irreſiſtible. He therefore 


preſſed 
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THE RETURN TO ST, JAMES'S-SQUARE. 


> 


HE numerous acquaintance this 

ainiable family left, when they 

retired to Waldeck Abbey, were all 

| renewed on their return to town ;— 

among which number were the ſigh- 
ing beauties, mentioned by Lady Ca- 
therine, who wiſhed for the return of 
Lord Arnold; but they, as Magda- 
lena had no joy in the completion of 
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their wiſhes, the young Lord was not 
ſenſible, or rather let us now lay, he 


was not invincible to beauty; but it 
was fixed: Magdalena engroſſed all 


his thoughts, and he took every me- 
thod poſſible to drive the enchantreſs 


from his mind. The frequenting 


places of public refort, afforded him 


no relief; for Miſs de Tourviile was 
too often of the party; and the ad- 
miration with which ſhe was received, 
increaſed his regard for her. But the 
family of Lavent were ever ſtaunch in 

the defence and honour of their coun- 
try.— Lord Arnold could not form an 
idea of marrying a French: woman, 
however ſhe might have loſt the traits 


of her country, in the adoption of 
Engliſh manners. He adored Mag- 


dalena with a degree of enthuſiaſm, 
and beheld, with pity, the intereſt he 
had in a heart that merited ſo fincere a 
return; and the return which he did 

E 2 „ 
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not dare, although his heart would 

willingly have made—to the unpar-. 

ralleled excellence of the lovely and 
__ unfortunate Magdalena de Tourville. 


A few months palt in this alternate 
ſtruggle, between duty, honour, and | X 
affeficn, while the tender heart of : 
Magdalena iuni under the preſſure of 
anxiety and ſuſpence. Often would WE 
love intrude itſelf, when he chanced = 
to meet her alone; and a ſigh, with 18 
his lips preſſed to her delicate hand, 
ſpeak what he wiſhed not to tell—yer 
could nut conceal. When abſent 
from her, honour came to his aid, and 
he reſolved to ſubdue a paſſion un- 
equal to his wiſhes; but when ſhe 
was preſent, the faſcinating charms 
of her converſation, and the beauty of 
her perſon, totally deſtroyed all oppo- 
ſitions to his happineſs; and he was 
determined to ſacrifice every thing 
T i that 
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that interfered with his peace, at the 
fame time that he knew how averſe 
his father would be to ſuch an alli- 
ance; and the dutiful attachment he 
had to the beſt of fathers, made him 
cautiouſly conceal every appearance 
that might raiſe a doubt in the breaſt 
of Lord Lavent reſpe&ing fo impru- 


dent an union. 


But love is not always to be con- 
quered, by prudence or reflection; af- 
ter ſpending an evening with her, where 
ſhe appeared with ſuperior luſtre to 

the reſt of the company ; on retiring 

to his chamber, but not to reſt (for 
reſt had. for a long time forſook his 
pillow), he determined to write her a 
letter, and, by a certainty of her at- 
tachment to him, involve themſelves 
in each others fate, The fatal fatal 
letter was wrote; and by an emiſſary 
in the form of Mrs. Margrett, Miſs de 
E 4 Tou 
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Tourville's maid, conveyed the fol - 


lowing night, and laid on Magdalena's 


toilet, previous to her retiring to bed, 


When Magdalena ſaw the letter, 
ſhe inquired of Margrett from whence 
it came; but Margrett was entirely 
ignorant as to that point.—James the 
footman had given it to her ; and ſhe 
had brought it as directed. Magda- 


lena had no idea it was from his 


Lordſhip, and therefore was indiffe. 


rent from who elſe it came, till Mar- 
grett left her, and then ſhe condeſ- 


cended to open it. But it is not for 
me, nor yet for the reader, to form 
any conception of the agitation of the 


lovely captivator, when ſhe ſaw Ar- 


nold to the ſubſcription of being her's, 
and only her's.—Several times ſhe 


read the letter—attempted to de- 


cypher it to ſee if ſhe could wreſt a 
meaning different from what the 


words 
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words imported: but No, they 


were the dictates of Lord Arnold's 
heart; and ſhe could not believe any 
deception to be lodged in a boſom ſhe 
thought ſo unſullied and pure. — She 
Kiſſed the billet, that avowed his love 
for her, with tranſports of joy. But 
on retiring to reſt, her wonted reflec- 


tions came to her mind, and ſhe 


muſed, with pain, on the ill return ſhe 
ſhould make Lord Lavent for all the 


favours he had fo profuſely heaped on 


her, by engaging his ſon's affections 


without his conſent; ſhe therefore de- 
_ termined to behave with reſerve, and 
if Lord Arnold would continue to 


purſue —— 


But the impetuoſity of youth is not 
checked by reſerve; it rather ſtimu- 
lates ; and the language of nature had 


| ſpoke more intelligibly from Magda- 
lena's eyes to his heart, than all the 
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force of words. However they would 


have been graced by the aſſiſting 
power of her pleaſing accents, each 
ſucceeding night brought a letter by 


the faithful courier, in Mrs. Mar grett; 


for Mrs. Margrett was a woman; and 


more, Mrs, Margrett was a lady's 


maid: Therefore, beſides not being 
exempt from the frailties and follies 


imputed to her ſex, ſhe poſſeſſed the 


indubitable one annexed to her office, 
that of not being able to withſtand a 


bribe, Lord Arnold promiſed largely 


to provide for her future eſtabliſhment 


in life, if ſhe continued faithful to the 
truſt he repoſed in her. 


Theſe letters were filled with the 
moſt ſincere profeſſions of love, and 
eternal delity, of an unbounded gra- 
titude, ſhould he be bieſt with a return 
to an affection ſo fixed : Bur we are 


' fearful to mention to our readers, that 


the 


£19 7 4 
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the words honour and marriage were 


not to be found once. interſperſed 
throughout the ſeveral] ſheets ; and in- 


decd it is with timidity and fear we 


venture to ſay, that Lord Arnold did 


not intend marriage. 


Magdalena was (as we have before 


_ obſerved) a Frenchwoman, and his 


Lordſhip had been informed of her 
dependent ſituation on the bounty of 
his father. His Lordſhip had likewiſe 


an independent fortune of four thou- 


ſand a year left him by an uncle :— 
He therefore thought, in this eſta- 


 bliſhment, and his unbounded love 


for the amiable Miſs de Tourville, 
ſhe might be happy. —lf he ſuc- 


ceeded in either caſe, he muſt offend 
his father. If he married her, it was 
an act irretrievable, and therefore un- 
pardonable; but could he obtain her 
on eaſier terms, it was a crime to be 
amended, and he fully reſolyed to 

Ee make 
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make her every reparation in his 

Power, for the loſs fhe would ſuſtain 
in the protection of his father's man- 
ſion, and the ſmiles and adoration of 

an admiring world. 


Theſe were the ideas of youth and 
love, and we will own tranſient ; for 
the amiable Arnold would not ſuffer 
his mind to dwell long on an argu- 
ment which his heart would (if left to 
act unaſſiſted by paſſion) have revolt- 
ed from. But his Lordſhip was not 
exempt from the frailties of nature; 
and ſtimulated by their power, he 
prevailed on Mrs. Margrett to let him 
conceal himſelf in a private cloſet in 
- Magdalena's chamber, that when ſhe 
retired for the nighr, he might obtain 
a private interview, and, for a certain- 
ty, hear from her own lips what he al- 
ready well Kknew—her partiality for 
him. 


Previous 
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Previous to the meeting, he wrote 
a letter, which, as uſual, Mrs. Mar- 
grett contrived to incur her lady's diſ- 
pleaſure, by delivering. We can 
readily concur in opinion, that it re- 
mained no longer on the toilet, than 
"till the abſence of the maid. Mag- 
dalena opened this, as ſhe had the 
others, with trepidation; and, on his 
aſſuring her of his eternal conſtancy, 


Oh! (the exclaimed) © that I did 


but dare to believe you.” —Theſe 
words had ſcarcely paſt her lovely lips, 
when Lord Arnold was at her feet. — 
She faintly gave an Oh! and catch- 
ing hold of the bed poſt, ſupported 
herſelf from fainting in that poſition. 


Lord Arnold ſoothed her with the 


earneſt aſſurances of his ſincere regard, 


and that he had taken this method to 
confirm it, as ſhe would not permit 


him a private interview.“ If,” ſaid 


Magdalena, „you wiſh me to believe 


DS . 
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the ſincerity of your regard, inſtantly 
quit this apartment.” —His Lordſhip 
aſſured her he would, on her corrobo- 
rating to him what he had heard from 


her lips, when ſhe expected no wit- 


neſs, and which was ſo much in favour 


of his inmoſt wiſhes.— Who,” ſaid 


the too captivating deceiver, “ ſhall 
dare to diſavow what will be mutual.” 


The lovely Magdalena, whoſe heart 


knew no guile, and therefore ſuſpected | 


none, yielded to his ſolicitations, and 
owned a love and affection the 
moſt ſincere, to the molt attractive 
and engaging of lovers. On Magda- 


lena's avowing her regard, his Lord- 


' ſhip took a reſpectful leave, and with- 
drew; and Miſs de Tourville retired 
to reſt, with a heart more at eaſe than 
ſhe had experienced for ſome months 
a ſuſpicion fo unjuſt, as that his Lord- 
ſhip did not mean to marry her, never 
croſſed 
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croſſred her imagination; it was a 


thought at this moment that would, 
in her rectitude of ideas, have been 
injurious to all ſhe held ſacred; and 


that Lord Arnold was the moſt charm- 


ing of mankind, and her acknowledg- 
cd lover, were, in her eſtimation, bleſ- 
fings not to be equalled. 


This forced interview brought vo- 
luntary ones, on the part of Magda- 
lena, and aſſignations of privacy were 
permitted, while a diſtant civility kept 
the family of I. ord Lavent void of 
ſuſpicion; Lady Catherine and Anne 
not in the leaſt forming a conjecture 
of the partiality of their fair friend for 


their beloved brother. 


CHAP, 
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A very ſhort Chapter, to prove the unguarded in- 
diſcretions of a few minutes may cauſe a- life of 


ſorrow and regret, 


=_ | HE private interviews between 
3 Lord Arnold and Magdalena, 
could not fail of increaſing the mutual 5 
regard they already had for each other. 
Congenial minds muſt be pained at 
every ſeparation. Waldeck Abbey, 
from which Lord Arnold flew, the 

preceding 
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preceding ſeaſon, made him now wiſh 


to return :—So variable and eccentric 


is man, — Magdalena he then wiſhed 
to avoid—as the bane to his happi- 
neſs, was now the only ſource from 
whence he could derive any plea- 
ſure. At Waldeck the evenings 
would afford him opportunities to 
walk and converſe with ner, hid from 
every human eye; thereſore, when 
Lord Lavent propoſed to return there 
ſooner than uſual, it was entirely ap- 


proved of by them, and the young 


ladies, who all had different motives, 


to make them unite in one with. 


Lord Arnold's. and Magdalena's 


we already know.—Lady Catherine 


had received, while in town, ſome 
tender overtures from the ſecond 
branch of an illuſtrious houſe, whoſe. 
country teat was not inany miles diſ- 

tant 
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tant from Waldeck., —Lady Catherine 


had therefore her private wiſhes to 


viſit rural ſhades and purling ſtreams : 


And Lady Anne, notwithſtanding ſhe 


had been rouſed into active life, by the 
vivacity of Magdalena, wiſhed, in her 
heart, for retirement, that ſhe might 
indulge herſelf in her favourite amuſe- 
ment, reading ; eſteeming a bank in 
the temple, by the meandering Severn, . 
the completion of her preſent idea of 


happineſs. 


This temple was lituated on the 


banks of the Severn, and ſurrounded 


with exoticks, variegated ſhrubs, and 


flowers of all colours, and fragrancy 
of ſmell. To this place, in the ſum- 


mer ſeaſon, the family uſually retired 
to tea. [It was ornamented with an 
organ, and other inſtruments of va- 


rious ſorts. Lord Lavent played the 


violin, and Lord Arnold the german 


flute.— 


0k Oe 
n 


WALDECK ABBEY, 89 


= flute —The young ladies, and Lady 
| TLavent, the harpſichord and organ.— 
| Thus they made a concert among 
themſelves : Here was likewiſe a [mall 
library of books.—So ſituated, with | 
all theſe pleaſing advantages, we may \ 
naturally ſuppoſe (whatever intention 
Lady Anne had formed), that this 
beautiful temple would have other vi- 
ſicors befides herſelf, and thoſe fre- 
quently, - | | 

I 


n 


This delightful place often oc r- \ 


red to Lord Arnold and Magdalena, | 14 
as a ſcene of many happy hours,— | 3 
Lady Catherine too never thought of | 3H 
the temple, but the young Lord we 4 4 
have mentioned ſeemed preſent to her ? | 1 
imagination, on the banks of the 1 
Severn, in every pleaſing form her 1 
fancy could create. They all there- 1 4 
fore returned to Waldeck Abbey, per- ; 1 
fectly contented, and reſigned the g 74 
pleaſure 1 
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Pleaſure of the gay world to minds leſs 


calculated for ſcenes of contemplation 
and love, —When we ſay perfectly 
contented, it is neceſſary to remind the 
reader, that the return to the Abbey 


was with ſenſations very different to 
what they had formerly poſſeſſed, 


when they viſited that delightful ſpot. 


Magdalena ſtill continued the 
goddeſs of Waldeck Abbey; and 


though Lord Arnold was frequently 
mortified with ſeeing her addreſſed and 


complimented by her former lovers 


and admirers, yet the profound ſe- 
crecy they agreed for a time to ob- 


ſerve, obliged her to attend to the 


painful taſk of hearing theſe her praiſes 
before the man from whom they only 


could be pleaſing to her. We are 


ſorry to remind our reader, of a cit- 
cumſtance painful on the recollec- 
tion, which is, that Lord Arnold never 


intended 


& LN 
5 
e 


intended marriage. — We are likewiſe | 


fore met him with a heart truly his, 


_ conſtancy and truth from his lips, who 
alone could make thoſe vows of any 


quillity of her mind) freſh and add: 3 \- 4 


lovely than ſhe ever appeared before. 
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ſorry to add, that Miſs de Tourville 
never ſuſpected but Lord Arnold's in- 
tentions were honourable. She there- 


and delighted in every opportunity that 
gave them means to be in private to- 
gether; and the ſatisfaction ſhe en- 
joyed in hearing the vows of eternal 


2 P ͤ —»=˙ at 1 N 26s . 
— — , / . 


avail to her, added (from the tran- 


tional animation to her form and fea- 2 
tures, and made her, if poſſible, more | am 


The temple, and the pale vary- 
ing morn, were often witneſs to f 
thoſe vows, when the inhabitants of | 
Waldeck Abbey, the good, the | 
worthy Lord and his family, were 
enjoying undiſturbed repoſe, ſur- 
rounded with the guardian ſpirit, at. | 
tendant Dr 
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tendant, on virtue, honour, probity, 
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and every moral good. Here we muſt. 
revert from our hiſtory, and moralize 


on the impoſſibility of human perfec- 
tion.— We have in Lord Arnold the 


moſt agreeable, the molt ſenſible, and 
engaging of mankind, fraught with 


every moral virtue, except one. But 
Lord Arnold was a man, and he could 


not therefore reſiſt the opportunity he | 
had long fought: Magdalena could 
not diſbelieve, Where ſhe withed to 


find perfection. and But we will 


draw a veil over what our own ſenſibi— 


lity on this occaſion demand, and only 
lament, that Lord Arnold could not 
be, what we muſt never expect to 
find —all perfection. 
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Scenes very different from . were formerly at 


Waldeck Abbey . 


O ſooth the mind of the unfor- 
tunate Magdalena, Lord Ar- 
nold now promiſed what he had never 


before done, marriage; that his love 


to her ſhould be 1nviolable and pure; 
and that, when the event happened, of 
the death of his worthy and good fa- 

ther, 
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ther, he would inſtantly make her 
Lady Lavent : But I fear my readers 
are ſo prejudiced againſt Lord Arnold, 
as to doubt the truth of the aſſertion, 
Of this we are certain, that he conti- 
nued to love her, with unabating af- 
fection; treated her with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs; and we may naturally 
\ conclude, that Magdalena did not 
leſſen her eſteem for the man ſhe had | 
been taught to love, before ſhe knew 
him, and who yet had not given her a 
moment's time to reflect, on the 
heavy hours of ſorrow, and contrition 
he muſt of courſe have brought on 
her. : 


» | 

Three and four months paſſed 
under theſe engagements, when neceſ- 

ſity obliged his Lordſhip to adopt 
{ome plan more eligible than the pre- 
ſent. He therefore propoſed to Mag- 
dalena, that he would take a houſe 
3 . within 
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within a few miles of London—and 
when he had provided the proper ac- 
commodations, ſhe ſhould accompany 
him from the Abbey in private, and 


retire to their new abode. Magda- 


lena acquieſced in every inſtance, that 
any ways could promote the happi- 


neſs of the man ſhe adored; and his 
Lordſhip leaving the Abbey for a 
woe k, on a pretence of ſome particular 


buſineſs in London, fettled every 
thing to his wiſhes; and in a few days 


after his return, when the family were 


all at reſt, left Waldeck Abbey, ac- 


companied by the lovely Magdalena, 


never more to return to it, and, 


by the morning, at breakfaſt, found 


themſelves in their new habitation. 


CHAP. 


1 


C HAP. 


0 q THE PRIVATE RETREAT. 


{6 5 K retired ſpot to which Lord 
1 Arnold brought his amiable 


# | | and lovely friend, was ſituated about 
1 + four miles from Hyde-park corner, ix 
„ Ml.iddleſex.— It was watered by the 


+ -| Thames on the garden fide, and the 
front was hid by groves and turning 


555 trees: He furniſhed her with a car- 
riage 
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riage and ſervants; among which 
number, Mrs. Margrett attended at 
her ovn requeſt, 


After they had ſat down to reflect a 


5 liitle, Lord Arnold thought it moſt. 


prudent to write to his father, Lord 
Lavent, and endeavour to excuſe, or 
at leaſt mitigate his fault, and, by that 
means, ſoften his reſentment, which he 
did not doubt would be very great. 
But this letter, although from a ſon, 
he fo much loved, and of whom he 
had fo much caule to boaſt, did only 
irritate him more. Lord Arnold's 


being ablent from Waldeck Abbey, 


at the time Magdalena diſappeared, 
had already toid Lord Lavent who 
was the aggreſſor; and notwithſtand- 
ing he had aſſured his Lordſhip that 


the elopement was voluntary on Miſs 


de Tourville's part, and that he did 


not intend marriage, it only exaſperat- 
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ed his Lordſhip more, in the breach of 
hoſpitality, to a young lady, to whom 
he had himſelf promiſed protection, 
and that protection to be violated by 
his own ſon. 
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Lord Lavent anſwered his Lord- 
ſhip's letter in terms of ſevere re- 
proach; and concluded with wiſhing 
never to ſee again the man who had 
forfeited the honour of his family.— 
Lord Arnold was ſenſibly affected at 
reading this letter, from a father whom 
he honoured and eſteemed ; and now, 
for the firſt time, reflected on his own 
violence of paſſion, which had hurried 
him to hazard the diſpleaſure of ſo in- 
dulgent a parent, and had involved an 
innocent and lovely woman in infamy 
and ruin. The more he reflected on 
his own conduct, the more he regretted 
the loſs of his father's eſteem, and the 
injury he had done to the amiable 

Magdalena, 
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Magdalena, whom he adored with an 
affection as ſincere as could poſſibly 
proceed from the moſt diſintereſted 
love. | : 


Magdalena, who was privy to his 
writing to Lord Lavent, inſiſted on 
ſeeing the anſwer, which ſhe did, and 
determined, when ſhe read the cruel 
ſentence denounced againſt her dear 
George, to write herſelf to Lord La- 
vent, and mitigate, if poſſible, the ſe- 
verity of the denunciation. Magdalena 
wrote a very pathetic letter, and plead- 
ed that herſelf was the innocent cauſe 
of his Lordſhip's miſconduct.— This 
letter was in a ſtile ſo elegant, fraught 
with ſentiments ſo pure and refined, 
ſpeaking of Lord Arnold, in ſo tender, 
and at the ſame time ſo delicate a 
language, that it in no wiſe anſwered 
his intention, but rather increaſed his 
Lordſhip's abhorrence of a man, who 

F-2 could 
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could violate the peace and future hap- 
pineſs of a woman, whoſe delicacy of 
manners, and ſuperiority of under- 
ſtanding, made her worthy the moſt 
exalted ſtation.— Lady Lavent, and 
Lady Catherine and Anne, alſo wrote 
to the unfortunate Magdalena, ac- 
knowledging their ſtill continued re- 
gard for her, and ſpoke with cautious 
reſerve againſt the atrocious author of 
her preſent ſituation. But Magda- 
lena could not ſuffer Lord Arnold to 
temain under the diſpleaſure of thoſe 
ſo dear to him, and fo dear likewiſe to 
herſelf. This amiable woman wiſked to 
take all blame to herſelf, if the could 
but exculpate her own Lord; but 
that was not poſſible for her to do; 
and while they were enjoying uninter- 
rupted love, in the company of each 
other, a ſuppreſſed ſigh, which would: 
ariſe in their boſoms, told that there 
was no ſuch thing as perfection in hap- 
pineſs, 
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pineſs, any more than in human na- 
ture. | 


This private retreat eontinued the 


reſidence of the lovers for ſome 
months, when Lord Lavent's family 


came to St. James's, and Lady Ca- 
therine and Anne prevailed on Lady 


Lavent to let them pay Magdalena a 


private viſit, unknown to Lord La- 
vent, to which ſne complied; and they 


had once more the pleaſure of ſeeing 


the friend of their moſt ſincere affec- 


tions, and a brother on whom they 


looked with eyes of true regard, 


In two months after this viſit, Mag- 


dalena preſented Lord Arnold with a 


daughter ; and as the mother deemed 
ker a child of penitence, at her requelt 
ſhe was baptized by the name of 


Mary Magdalen, and Mary Magdalen 


de Tourville. Our tender ward we 
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nov introduce to the world, in the fol- 


lowing pages ; bur as her infancy will 


be foſtered and guided by her unfortu- 


nate mother, till the time we intended 


to commence her own hiſtory, which 


is at the age of ſeventeen, the inter- 


mediate years will naturally lead to 


many incidents of her life, during her 


infant ſtate, occaſionally with thoſe 
who were the cauſe of her exiſtence, 
and of every other event that naturally 
followed. 


The lovely Magdalena (now a mo- 


ther) rejoiced in the acquiſition to her 
happineſs, by the poſſeſſion of her in- 


fant babe. She careſſed her offspring 
with maternal tenderneſs, and bleſt the 


hour that gave her to the world and 


to her dear Lord, who loved his little 
Magdalen; and her preſence increafed 


(if any increaſe could be) the tender 


affcction 
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affection he had for the lovely and 
amiable mother. 


The birth of the child was convey- 
ed to Lord Lavent by a letter to Lady 
Catherine, from Lord Arnold; but 
this event could not prevail on him to 
ſee his fon, or to liſten to any terms of 
accommodation; he was irreconcile- 
ably bent on diſinheriting him of all 
he could poſſibly leave, from the 
title; and the entailed eſtate, being 
ſmall in proportion to his other inhe- 
ritance, made Lord Arnold ſolicitoufly 
earneſt to obtain a pardon from his 
father, as well as on Magdalena's ac- 
count, who grieved inceſſantly at the 
diſpleaſure of his Lordſhip to his fon, 
which ſhe imputed all to her own ac- 
count; and ſhe could not, with any 
fortitude, have borne it, had not her 
mind been employed on the infant 
charge committed to her care. 
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Here Mary Magdalen entirely oc- 
cupied every languid moment which 
| paſſed in the abſence of her dear 
| George; and when he was not preſent 
to her view, traced every feature of his 
face in this his infant daughter, — 
Magdalena gave all her hours to them 
ſolely, and lived in the utmoſt pri- 
vacy, except when viſited by Lady 
| Catharine and Anne, who adored their 
little niece (for they acknowledged 
her as ſuch); but the love engage- 
ment between the young Lord and 
Lady Catherine till continuing, and 
the marriage being ſoon to take place, 
prevented her coming as frequently as 
ſhe otherwiſe would. Lady Cathe- 
Tine was Miſs de Tourville's favour- 
ite; and as ſhe was much depriyed of 
her company on that account, ſhe did 
not regret the abſence of Lady Anne, 
who continued her favourite amuſe- 
ment, reading, and would fit peruſing 
| : 2 novels 
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novels from morning *till night, which 

ſhe obtained privately, unknown to 
Lord and Lady Lavent; for they ap- 
prehended her mind was furniſhed 
from the library of his Lordſhip, which 
was a very choice and ſelect collection 
of books of the moſt eminent authors. 
The fallacy, as well as the ill-judged 
knowledge, attained by reading ro- 
mances, was proved in Lady Anne, 
whoſe mind ſoared greatly beyond her 
conception; or, to uſe a metaphor 
more plain and intelligible, ſhe dwelt 
on impofſibilities, and left natural 
events as unworthy her notice. She 
would have met an Orandotes, or an 
Orlando Furioſo, with delight; but 
the ſimple admirer, or amiable man, 
had no charms that could attach her 
heart, or give her one moment's un- 
caſineſs, unleſs flames and darts, and a 
train of chimerical ideas, which never 


1 are 
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are connected with ſentiments of real 
love, and affectionate eſteem, were in- 
terwoven with his expreſſions of love for 
her. — Lady Anne was yet very young, 
and, as we have obſerved, not hand- 
ſome; but Lord Lavent, being able 
to give his daughters large fortunes, 
and the high eſtimation his family 
ſtood i in with the world, made an al- 
lance very deſirable with Lady Anne; 
ſhe had conſequently many admirers; 
but ſhe had not yer regarded any one 
with the leaſt attention. One young 
gentleman had indeed won more on 
her affections than any other, in ſay- 
ing, by accident, that when he mar— 
ried, it ſhouid be on the point of his 
ſword; and that no min deſerved 
the heart of a woman of merit, who 
had not withed to hazard his life for 
her ſake, and bid defiance to all other 
bold pretenders. Indeed this Orlando 
| : did 
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did not 6 patiently addreſs himſelf to 
Lady Anne, bur ſhe heard him, and it 
was what ſhe deemed the true lan- 
guage of love, and a proof uncontro- 
vertible of the pureſt and ſincereſt af- 
fection. 


F6 CHAP. 
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c HA F. 


THE REN COUNTER. 


4 WO years had paſt, and no over- 
* f ture could prevail on Lord La- 
| vent to ſee his ſon. Magdalena wrote 
| his Lordſhip ſeveral letters, praying 
him to permit Lord Arnold to pay 
q him a viſit.— He anſwered her letter 
—_; in terms of the moſt ſincere regard, 
—_— and even mentioned Mary Magdalen 
TE” os 
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with tenderneſs and affection; but his 
love for the mother or the child could 
not induce him to pardon his ſon, — 
an act of violation he deemed the 
moſt notorious ; and Magdalena was 
now forming in her own mind a reſo- 
lution the greateſt that could put her 
fortitude to the trial, when an event, 
very unexpected on her part, accele- 
rated her intention, and made her de- 
termine to perſevere, however the 
tender feeling of her heart might be 
wounded by it. 


Mary Magdalen was now two years 
old, and began already to participate 
in her mother's misfortune. —She 
would ſtand by her knee, and look in 
Magdalena's face, 'till the ſaw the 
ſtarting tear—would then ſay, What 
do you cry for?” And when Lord 
Arnold returned home, ſhe would tell 
him, „Mamma had been crying.“ 

| — 
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At this period, Sir Archibald 
' Danvers returned from Italy, where 
he had reſided three years, and retir- 
ing to his ſeat in Worceſterſhire, was 
ſoon informed of the unfortunate fate 
of the only woman he ever loved, or 
could love, in the perſon of Miſs de 
Tourville: As ex:g2erated informa- 
tion aiways attend ſtories of this kind, 
he was told that ſhe was ſeduced, and 
forced away, contrary to her wiſhes or 
intention, and lived now in a ſtate of 
dejection and mifery.—Fired at this 
intelligence, he immediately came to 
town, and finding the refidence of 
_ Lord Arnold, he begged an interview, 
= 7. which was granted. —Lord Arnold 
_ was totally unacquainted with Sir 
Archibald Danvers, having never ſeen 
Y | him before this meeting; for he came 
| l 0 | to his eſtate, and retired to Italy dur- 
ww ing the abſence of Lord Arnold, from 
e 
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On his being introduced, Sir Ar- 
chibald informed him who he was, on 
which he gave him a very polite re- 

ception; but when he acquainted him 
that the purport of his viſit was to de- 
mand ſatisfaction of him for the injury 
he had done to the peace and honour 

} of the moiſt lovely woman in nature, 

| whom he zdored, and that he inſiſted 

on deciding it by the ſword. Lord 
Arnold's courage, as well as paſſion, 
was rouled ; and as he thought it not 
poſſible for any man to love Magda- 
lena equal, ſo he thought no man had 
a right to defend her injured honour 

but himſelf. — Much altercation en- 
ſued between the two gentlemen; and 

as Sir Archibald was determined to 
make him accept the challenge, he 
Irritated him, by all the provocation in 
his power. — Lord Arnold was paſ- 
ſionate; and being provoked by the 
language of Sir Archibald, wouid have 


decided 
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decided it directly; but he had no 
ſword ; it was therefore poſtponed till 
the morning following, the next day, 
when it was agreed they ſhould meet 
in Hyde-park at eight in the morn- 
ing, with ſeconds and piſtols ; which 
matter having ſettled, they parted, till 
that hour arrived. Lord Arnold, ſince 
the unhappy diſpleaſure of Lord La- 
vent, had chambers in Lincoln's-Inn, 
for his town reſidence; and it was at 
| theſe chambers he had the meeting 
with Sir Archibald Danvers. 
When the Baronet left his Lord- 
' ſhip, and he began to recolle& him- 
ſelf from the hurry of thought, which 
at firſt crowded his mind, every horror 
of Magdalena's ſituation preſented 
themſelves. He traverſed the apart- 
ment with haſty ſteps; his mind and 
heart were greatly perturbed: Not that 
his Lordſhip had any fears for his own 
- | perſonal 
X 
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perſonal ſafety; for if his life would |. 
have atoned for the injury he had 
done this lovely woman, he would 
willingly have forfeited it to the re- 
ſentment of Sir Archibald Danvers; 5 1 
but the dreadful diſtreſs it would 1 


cauſe to her who was the innocent | 
occaſion of the duel, admitting no 1 
fatal event ſhould follow, was what 1 4 
his Lordſhip moſt apprehended ;— _ | | 
but he reverted in his mind, and | <q 
painted the worſt that could poſſibly | F 
happen (which was his premature | Ji 
death), what would then be her fitu- 5 4 
ation and diſtreſs; the idea of leav- 1 b J 
ing her with thoſe accumulated i 
ſcenes around her, of trouble and =_ 4 
horror, he could ſcarcely ſupport ; ö | * 
for well he knew, no evil like a 1 14 
ſeparation from him, could ever 1 4 
affect Magdalena; and he was fully 1 1 | ; 
reſolved, that ſhould never, nay, i 1 
indeed, from the rectitude of his own | | 1 


heart, 
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heart, he thought never could hap- 


pen, but by an event, in which he was 


now ſoon under the neceſſity of ha- 
zarding. 


But, in his own thoughts, his Lord- 
ſhip never intended parting from his 


Magdalena; and however he pleaſed. 


himſelf in the certainty of holding 
ſuch a tender ſhare of her affections, 


and which is as certain, they were on- 


ly divided between her dear Lord 


and the innocent pledge of thoſe 


mutual affections, the lovely Mary 


Magdalen.— Yer did Magdalena de- 


termine otherwiſe, and was at this 


critical moment, when the life and 


happineſ of the only man dear to her 


was at ſtake, at that moment was this 
lovely worran endeavouring to for- 
tify her  rciolution with ſufficient 
ſtrength, to conquer the ſtruggle of 
ſincere 


N 
. 
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ſincere affection, and part from him 
„„ 


The idea of his living under the 
diſpleaſure of his father, of hazarding 
the loſs of a large fortune, and for her, 
ſhe could not permit to continue; and 
therefore ſne was determined to make 
ſome propoſals to Lord Lavent, which 
ſhe hoped would reſtore his ſon to his 
favour, when this unfortunate meeting 
of Sir Archibald and Lord Arnold, 


was the means of accelerating her in- 
tention, TO 


4 
p 
1 
1 
: 


We have already obſerved the diſ- 
treſs of Lord Arnold, on Magdalena's 
account; he theretore derermined, that 
if he ſhould fall, he would ſcreen her 
from the inſults and fears of the world, | 
by leaving her and her child an ample 
fortune, He therefore immediately 

made 
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5 5 8 "1 | 15 5 5 | 
made his will, leaving a competent 


proviſion for both. His Lordſhip 


likewiſe wrote a letter to his father, 

a | VVV 6 
for his bleſſing and pardon, 1nform- 
i 


ing him of the neceſſity he was under 
to meet Sir Archibald Danvers. 


| After finiſhing theſe concerns of 

$ 3 moment, Lord Arnold viſited Mag- 
5 dalina, at the happy villa, which held 

"= all that was dear to him on earth. — 

| The anxiety of the viſit was to him 

ſtill more valued, in the thought that 

| | it might poſſibly be the laſt time 


1 he might ever ſee her.—He preſt 
: to his parental boſom the lovely 
1 infant, and, in a ſecret prayer (flow- 
= ing from a heart dictated by every ſa- 
= | cred tye of humanity and love), hoped 
| Heaven would ſcreen her from thoſe 


misfortunes he had brought on her 
lovely mother. In the evening of the 
next 


next day, he left the private retreat of 
Miſs de Tourville, and ſlept at his 
chambers in Lincoln's-Inn ; and, as he 
did not wiſh to alarm her, or give 
the leaſt cauſe for ſuſpicion on his 
account, the private papers, which 
he collected for her benefit, and the 
infant charge, he left to the care of 
Mrs. Margrett; requeſting her to de- 
liver them to her Lady the next day, 
at noon, if he was not there before 
that time, 1 


Mrs. Margrett, as we have noticed 


before, was a lady's maid, and there- 


fore had curioſity; and, on her quit- 


ting her lady's chamber to retire to 
her own, ſhe was induced to ſee what 
the contents of a packet from Lord 


Arnold to her Lady could be. On 


opening the paper which contained the 


ſecret wiſhes of his heart, the firſt was 


entitled “ My will.“ — This alarmed 


her; 
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her; but on ſceing a letter addreſſed 
to Miſs de Tourville, ſhe directly 


concluded his Lordſhip was going to 
engage in a duel, and theſe were his 
laſt bequeſts. With theſe ſuſpicions, 
we may naturally ſuppoſe ſhe had not 


much reſt; and in the morning, when 


her Lady rung her bell for her to at- 


tend her, ſhe flew immediately with 


the papers open in her hands. 


On Magdalena's ſeeing the papers, 
ſhe inquired what they were, when an 


* Oh! Madam,” from the affrighted 
waiting maid, ſoon gave an alarm to 
her ſuſceptible heart; and on ſeeing 


the words © My will,” and the ſuper- 


ſcription of a letter directed to her 
from Lord Arnold, and left by himſelf 
the preceding evening, there needed 


no further explanation; ſhe faintly 


gave a ſhriek, and fell ſenſeleſs on a 
chair, and poor Mrs. Margrett now 


repented 
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repented of her officious zeal to inform 
her Lady, and by that means had in- 
volved her in unneceſſary trouble; for 
by the time an apothecary in the 


neighbourhood had been called in, and 
Miſs de Tourville ſo far recovered as 


to recolle& the dreadful and unfortu- 


nate ſituation ſhe was now to deplore, 


Lord Arnold, in his phaeton, drove 
up to the door, and the ſight of him 
diſſipated every anxiety in the breaſt of 
the charming Magdalena.—In one 
moment, an ecclairciſſement between 
theſe amiable people took place ;— 
and as that has been well explained by 
the preceding papers, we will revert 
back to the event, of eight in the 


morning, when the gentlemen met in 


We have before obſerved, that Lord 
Arnold wrote a letter to his father, 


Lord Lavent, informing him of the 


neceſſity 
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neceflity he was under to meet Sir 


Archibald Danvers. This letter his 


Lordſhip gave to one of his ſervants, 
ordering him to carry 1t to his Lord- 
ſhip's houſe, in St. James's-ſ{quare,,at 
nine o'clock, As the ſervant knew his 
maſter was going out at eight o'clock 
with Capt. Archer, his ſecond, he 

made an engagement for himſelf; and 


thinking no difference could happen, 
whether the letter was delivered at 


eight or nine, therefore carried it im- 


mediately as his Lordſhip left his 


chambers.— Lord Lavent's ſervant, 


 ſecing it was a letter from Lord Ar- 


nold, ventured to diſturb his Lord- 
ſhip in his library, by delivering it to 


him, which, when Lord Lavent had 


read, all the fond father returned, and 


he directly went himſelf, unknown to 
his Lady, to the place of aſſignation; : 


but impatience and reſentment had 
ant the gendemen there much 
ſooner, 
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ſzoner, as they were both punctual to 
th-ir appointment, and the matter was 
finally ſettled before Lord Lavent ar- 
rived, it having fell to the chance of 
Sir Archibald to fire firſt; they took 
their diſtances, marked by the ſeconds; 
Sir Archibald fired, and took off part 
of the cuff of the ſleeve of Lord Ar- 
nold's left arm, and grazed his wriſt ; 
01 which Lord Arnold fired his piſtol 
into the air, declaring he would never <4 
attempt to injure the life of a gentle= _ / 4 | 


man who would defend the honour of | a f 
the lovely woman he was bound to de- | l 
fend by every tie of gratitude and _ 1 
love.—Here the ſeconds interpoſed, * 44 
and ſettled the affair amicably, at the | A F 
moment Lord Lavent drove up to the _ #4 
ſpot. At is not poſſible to deſcribe the AY 
appearance of Lord Arnold on ſeeing 0 
his father; but ill leſs ſhall we be 1 
able to do juſtice to the feelings of jo] 4 
Lord Lavent, on ſeeing again his ſon, = 
. 1 and 1 
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and ſeeing him in ſafety; every ami- 
able quality which he inherited from. 


his father, were now raifed in ſecing 


him, and the errors of youth were for- 


got, in the tranſcendant excellencies 


of the man.—Lord Lavent preſt him 


to his boſom with affectionate regard, 
and at the moment forgot he had ever 
done wrong. 


This affair, by the interpoſition of 
Lord Lavent, was ſettled, and he re- 


turned home, while Lord Arnold 


drove in haſte to the private re- 


treat of love, but not time enough to 


prevent the above recited ſcene of dif- 


treſs, which his preſence fo ſoon re- 


moved from the boſom of the charm- 
ing Magdalena. 


When a few days of tranquillity had 
reſtored the harmony that was wont to 
attend 0 on the happy innen of the 

rural 
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rural cottage, Magdalena wrote to 
Lord Lavent ber propoſals for his 
future happineſs. She lamented the 
unfortunate event that had nearly de- 
prived him of ſuch a valuable ſon; 
but more ſhe lamented that ſuch a ſon 
ſhould ſtill continue under the diſ- 
pleaſure of ſo good a father: She 
therefore propoſed to his Lord- 
ſhip, if he would ſettle a proportion 
oa the dear unfortunate innocent 
Mary Magdalen, to prevent her 
from future inſult, ſhe would retire to 
France with her, and Lord Arnold 
ſhould be reſtored to his favour, and 
be at liberty to marry whenever he 
ſhould meet with a lady he thought 
merited his love, In-this letter, Miſs 
de Tourville aſſured his Lordſhip, that 
in reſtoring his ſon to him, ſhe could 
never know another love; and the 
education of the dear child of her heart, 
and the thoughts of him whom ſhe 
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had the honour to call father (wiſhed 


ſhe could ſay happineſs), ſhould be the 


ſole employ of her remaining life. 


When Lord Lavent read the letter, 


he was ſtruck with the magnanimity 


and refolution of the amiable writer, 


and at this moment ſeemed to regret 
the event that made it impoſſible for 
Lord Arnold to reward her as her 


_ virtues merited ; but as that was not 


now poſſible, the ſcheme Magdalena 
had herſelf propoſed, his Lordſhip | 


approved; and after thanking her, in 


terins of the tendereſt regard and 


eſteem, for the ſacrifice ſhe was going 
to make, in parting from his ſon, told 


her he would ſettle ven thouſand pounds 


on her and her child for life, and 


to the ſurvivor, Magdalena was per- 
fectly ſatisfied with his Lordſhip's be- 
queſt; and the only difficulty now re- 


mained with Lord Arnold, who was 


at 


WALDECK ABBEY. 125% 


at preſent totally unacquainted with — 
the trati{action, Miſs de Tourville 
vaialy thought, that in having inform- 
ed Lord Lavent with her reſolution, 
and his acquieſcing with it, her dif- 
ficulties were near an end; but the 
leſſon was yet unlearned, for now ſhe 
required a more than uſual degree 
of fortitude, to form reſolution ſuf- 
"ficient to part with that amiable man 
and lover, the ſole cauſe of all 
her happineſs and misfortunes; nor 
had ſhe any young friend to con- 
ſult with, whoſe congenial heart might 
help to raiſe and cheer her doubting 
mind. : 


Lady Catherine had been ſome time 
married, and enjoyed all the happineſs 
attendant on a lawful love; to her ſhe 
did not dare appeal; and Lady Anne 
ſtill continued wrapt in her ideal no- 
863 . 
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tions of romantic ſcenes, and had 
openly avowed her favour for Sir Ar- 
chibald Danvers, as he would riſk 
his life in defence of a woman's in- 
jured honour, though the victim that 
was to have fallen to his reſentment, 
was her accompliſhed brother. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 


\ 


FORTITUDE, RESOLUTION, AND TRIALS. 


Tias juſtly deſerving and amiable 


opinion my readers in general 
muſt have entertained for Miſs de 


Tourville, notwithſtanding this error, 
will not leſſen, on the reſolution ſhe 
had formed, and intended to perſevere 


in, of parting from the moſt beloved 


and beſt of men, and in ſacrificing all 
. ">> ep 
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her intereſt and happineſs in his heart, 
to the ſole purpoſe of his future peace, 


' ſhe muſt ſurely riſe greatly in our eſti- 


mation, when we reflect on it, But 
however Magdalena was determined, 
ſhe could not form reſolution ſufficient 
to tell him ſo herſelf, and therefore 
made a ſecond application to Lord 
. Lavent, and begged him to open the 
unwelcome intelligence to his ſon.— 
As his Lordſhip beheld the act with 
eyes of diſcretion, he ſaw the neceſſity | 
of it's being immediately executed 
and that delay might weaken the re- 
ſolution of the fair unfortunate victim 
of his ſon's too violent : paſſions, 
he determined to fulfil Magdalena's 
wiſhes inſtantly. Lord Lavent had 
not ſeen Lord Arnold fince he met, 
and parted from hin on the fatal 
morning which had ſo nearly deprived 
him of a fon for ever. —We have ob- 
ſerved, that immediately after that 
haſty 
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| haſty event of the duel, Lord Arnold 
ſet off for the private retreat, and Lord 
Lavent to his houſe in St. James's- 
ſquare. His Lordſhip now wrote to 
his ſon, deſiring to ſee him.—Lord 
Arnold was ſurpriſed at the invitation, 
and hoping it was an overture of ac- 
commodation, readily obeyed the 
fummons. When he arrived, he was 
introduced to his father in his library, 
where he had the pleaſure of again 
ſceins a mother for whom he had the 
| greateſt reſpect and veneration; and 
addreiling a parent, from whom he 
derived honour 1n the appellation, as 
he no leſs reflected additional dignity 
on the illuſtrious character of his fa- 
ther, by being bleſt with ſuch a 
ſon.— The converſation between him 
and his parents, was on general 
topics, till the Counteſs retired, and 
then Lord Lavent opened the ſerious 
matter, for which he had invited him 
CVVT 
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to his houſe, after Lord Lavent had 
reverted back to the incidents Which 


was the occaſion of their now meeting. 
As they had been the occaſion of their 


long ſeparation, he told his ſon, it was 


the only reparation he could make 


Miſs de Tourville, to ſubmit to her 


wiſhes, however it might be repug- 
nant to his own, to part from her; that 
the violence of youth could only pal- 


liate a crime ſo bale, as that he had 
been led to commit; and by that 


means, had for ever hid from the 
world a woman the moſt lovely the 
age could produce. He told him his 


intention of ſettling ten thouſand 
pounds on her and the innocent infant, 


his daughter; and concluded with ob- 
ſerving, he not only hoped, but inſiſted 


on his compliance with the preſent 


propoſals, as it was unhappily the only 
retribution he could make the lovely 


Magdalena; reſtore himſelf again to 
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the world, and to the honour of his 


family, which he would otherwiſe for- 


feit, and on his compliance alone de- 


pended the bleſſing, as well as the fu- 
ture favours of an indulgent father. 


Lord Arnold ſat with. profound 


fence, but manifeft ſurpriſe in his: 
countenance, during the whole of his 


father's converſation, when his Lord- 
ſnip had finiſhed, he demanded of 
his ſon a reply, on which Lord Arnold 
roſe from his ſeat, and making, a bow 
of great reſpect, obſerved the purport 
of his Lordſhip's diſcourſe would not 
admit of a return from him imme- 
diately withdrew, and leaving the 
houſe directly, ordered his carriage, 
and ſet out with haſte for the habita- 
tion of the unhappy Miſs de Tour- 
ville.—He never was long in his jour- 
ney to the place that held. all that 
could make him happy in this world ; 
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but now reſentment, love, and deſpair, 
haſtened his ſpeed, and he flew with 
| eagernels to Magdalena for an ecclair- 
| ciſſement, of what he ſuppoſed was not 
poſſible to have ever happened, a wiſh 
in her breaſt ever to be ſeparated from 
him. When his Lordſhip arrived, the 
faculties of his mind were ſo loſt in the 
reflection on his unhappy ſituation, that 
he could not give utterance to his feel- 
ings, but walking into the drawing- 
room, he flung himſelf on a ſofa, and 
ſhewed the moſt violent agitations; 
and it unfortunately was ſo, that Miſs 
de Tourville, that morning, was gone 
out in her coach with the child and 
nurſe for an airing: Flis Lordſhip, 
therefore, in his hurry of ſpirits, directly 
concluded the was gone, and that he 
ſhould never ſee cither Magdalena or 


his child again; and thele ſurmiſes, 
having wrought his mind almoſt to 

madncſo, when the coach returned, and | 
: the 
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the lovely woman was informed his 
Lordſhip was in the drawing-room, 
the, as uſual, flew to him, the fight 
of whom alone buried all her misfor- 
tunes in perfect ſilence, However, 
the reception he gave her was ſo much 
the picture of deſpair, that Magdalena 
quickly gueſſed what was the caule of 
his preſent unſettled ſtate of mind. 


But as her abſence had, in a great 
meaſure, been the cauſe of Lis apparent 
violence, her return reſtored hin to a 
more calm ſtate, and he beheid, with 
delight, the lovely Maglalena, which 
he now poſſeſſed, but beheld her wich 
diſtraction and deſpair, as the woman 
he was to be compelled to part from. 
He claſped her to his boſom, with 
heart-felt grief and love, and, in the 
upbraiding language of tenderneſs, 
taxed her with intidelity, in forming a 
wiſh to leave him, and, by that means, 
1 make 
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. him wretched for ever.. 


He hinted a ſuppoſition, that the re- 


queſt came from Lord Lavent to 


her, and then vowed no power on 
earth ſhould ſeparate them, whilſt the 


lovely weeping Magdalena, with her 


arms clung round his neck, ſtruggling | 
with the agitations of her own heart, in 
the thought of parting from him whoſe 
preſence afforded her only joyaſſured 
him it was an act entirely her own ;— 
that it was neceſſary for both their future 
peace; that ſhe could not have any hap- 


pineſs while he remained under the diſ- 


pleaſure of his father; that when ſhe 


was from under his protection, and in 


another country, his Lordſhip might 


marry, and be reinſtated in all his ho- 


nours and privileges.—He could hear 


no more on a ſubject, urged by the 
eloquence of the dear woman, who 
was to be made the ſacrifice to obtain 


18 and riſing from his ſeat, de- 


clared 


= W 


clared he never would marry any other 


him, he would directly go with her to 
church, and make her Lady Arnold. 


This, we are well aſſured, was abſo- 


converſation, and the advantages that 
would accrue to all by the ſeparation 
(herſelf excepted), and the generous 
offers of Lord Lavent, in ſettling the 
ten thouſand pounds on the child. 
At this inflant, the lovely Mary Mag- 
dalen ran into the drawing-room, and 
ſeeing the ſituation of this amiable 
pair, ſhe haſtened to them, and on 
her father's taking her on his knee, 
pee claſped her innocent arms round 
both their necks, and ſmothered her 


mother with kiſſes.—< See,” ſaid his 


Lordſhip (on this act of the child's), 


ce fee, my Magdalena, our Mary has 


united us; and in this act ſays, we ſhall 


not 
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woman; but if ſhe would accompany 


lutely refuſed, by this charming diſin- 
tereſted woman, who returned to the. 
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not be ſeparated.” At this moment, 
the fortitude of Magdalena forſook her, 


and with a torrent of tears, and kiſſing 


the child firſt, and prefling his Lord- 


ſhip's hand to her lips, with reſpectful 
tenderneſs aſſured him, that when the 
ſevere trial was paſt, of ſeparating her- 
ſelf from him, ſhe ſhould have but one 
comfort or confolation in this world, 


to chear her through adreary life, which. 


was the protection and care ſhe ſhould 


beſtow on this his iniaat child, whoſe 


tender years would require the utmoſt 
of her exertion to form and guide. 


But the ſympathiging boſom of be- 


' nevolence mult be at this moment ſo 


much intercitcd in the tender alterca- 


tion, between Lord Arnold and the 


beautiful Magdalena, that in compal- 
ſion to the feelings of my readers, we 
will go forward fe Hays, when Lord 
Arnold will be more compoſed, ancl 
| this 
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this fair combatant have recovered her 
accuſtomed fortitude and reſolution. 


In three or four days after Lord 
Lavent had informed his ſon of the de- 
termination of Miſs de Tourville to 

return to France, and of his approba- 

tion of her intention, Lord Arnold re- 
ceived a letter from his father, prefling 
his compliance. Thus letter was wrote 
in tender, but at the ſame time, very 


ſevere and reſolute terms; and Mag- 


dalena preſſing him with great earneſt- 
neſs to aſſent, he ſeemed to com- 
ply but we will do him the juſtice 
he merits, by declaring her importu- 


nity to leave him, made the forced aſ- 


ſent; for he never did, with any degree 
of approbation, ſuffer a thought of 
happineſs to enter his mind, in which 


ſhe was not the principal author; and 
on the receipt of Lord Lavent's 


letter, Magdalena compelled him to 
anſwer 
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_ anſwer it, and fat dictating the letter to 


him, as he wrote, declaring his aſſent 


to her leaving him, while the tears 
flowed in abundance down her lovely 
cheeks— when ſhe forced him to ſay 


what was ſo repugnant to his heart, - 


and when Magdalena inſtructed him 
to write, he would part from her. He 


added, on his own account, that in 


doing fo, it would wound his peace of 


mind for ever. 


Lord Lavent was happy at receiving 
this letter from his ſon; and in conſe- 


quence he was ſent to, at his chambers, 


and again readnutted into the confi- 


; dence and favour of his father. Lord 


Lavent was a Nobleman of great pe- 


netration and judgment, and well knew 


that 1t wouid be a wound to the pre- 


' ſent happineſs of his ſon, to part from 
ſo amiable and lovely a woman as Miſs 
de Tourville; yet he at the ſame time 


knew, 
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knew, abſence would in time effect, 
what could not poſſibly be attained 
while ſhe remained preſent, and he 
therefore preſt her return to the Con- 
tinent with rapidity.— The re-admif- 


ſion of Lord Arnold to his uſual inti- 


macy at his father's, made Lord La- 
vent take the opportunity of his ſon's 


abſence from the private retreat, to pay 
2 viſit to Miſs de Tourville, and ſne 
had once more the pleaſure of con- 
verſing with his Lordſhip, but it was 


on a very painful ſubject. She la- 
mented, in very tender terms, the im- 
prudent cauſe of uncaſineſs ſhe had oc- 
caſioned in his family—that himſelf, 
with Lady Lavent, would ever retain 
her moſt ſincere regard, and the tender 
babe, ſhe had the misfortune to call her 
child, ſhould have her greateſt attention. 
Lord Lavent careſſed the pretty Mary 


Magdalen; and when he left the houſe 
in a private manner, gave into her 


little 
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little hands a ſhagreen caſe, which con- 
tained his picture and the Counteſs's, 
jet round with valuable diamonds ; and 


on the gold on the back, was engraved, 
. The gift of George Auguſtus Ar- 
nold, to Mary Magdalen de Tourville, 
as a ſmall token of his regard for his 
grand-chiid.”'— When his J. ordſhip 
Vas gone, and the child gave the caſe 
to her mamma, Magdalena was ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhment at the difintereſted 


generoſity of Lord Lavent, in acknow- 


ledging her as his grand-child.—She 
kiſſed the repreſentation of one of the 


beſt of human beings, and efteemed 


the preſent invaluable. His Lord- 


ſhip, during his viſit to Miſs de Tours 
ville, mentioned the ſettlement he pur- 


poſed to make on her and the child, 
and wiſhed, if it was agreeable to her, 
that the Duke de L-——— ſhould be 


one of the truſtees, and begged her to 
mention another, which ſhe did with- 


Ou 
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out heſitation, in the perſon of Mon- 


ſieur Chamont, a former intimate 


friend of her father's, and ſtill regarded 


by her. His Lordſhip then purpoſed 


to write to the Duke and M. Chamont, 


to beg their acceptances of the truſt 


which Magdalena aſſented to, and his 
Lordſhip ſaid he would beg his Grace 


to provide her a habitation to re- 


fide in, if ſhe would fix where ſhe 
ſhould chuſe to hve, when her return 
was ſettled ; but Magdalena told his 
Lordſhip all places would be indiffe- 
rent to her, but the habitation which 
held his fon ; that in parting from him, 

ſhe relinquiſhed every comfort in life, 

except this dear pledge of his love.— 


Here ſhe claſped the lovely Mary 


Magdalen to her boſom.—Lord La- 


vent was ſo much affected, that he took 


an abrupt leave of her, and went to his 


carriage. After he was gone, Magda- 
lena gave vent to a violent torrent of 
tears, 


Li 
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tears, as a relief to a heart burſting with 
WC anguiſh and diſtreſs, and wiſhed, ſin- 
n . | |cerely wiſhed—ſhe had never been 
35 born. 


1 In the evening of the ſame day, 
i * Lord Arnold viſited the happy (or 
1 rather let us now ſay, the once happy 
71 retreat), where, finding Magdalena in 
'Y 5 an agony of ſorrow, and being in- 
formed of his father's converſation, was 
ſo exceedingly diſtreſſed on her ac- 


6 ; | f | count, that he would have wrote to 
WT | Lord Lavent, and retracted all he had 
— | | promiſed, had not Miſs de Tourville 
| Þ 1 prevented him, by every argument ſhe 
I [ 1 | could urge, in favour of the intended 
i N | fatal ſeparation. — The tender charge 

= | aſſigned them by Providence was the 
nn | UP powerful argument in her favour: 
3 « | And while Lord Arnold careſſed her as 
EE! | | the exact repreſentation of his dear 
Sy amiable Magdalena. — She, on 
her 
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her part, bleſſed her child, as the 
image of his Lordſhip, who would 
never be abſent from her imagination. 
Mary Magdalen was a fine child, and 


in every reſpect like her mother; but 


in the eyes, which were his Lordſhip's, 
black, lively, expreſſive, and penetrat- 
ing; and from what could be collected 
in theſe firſt dawnings of intellectual 
perfection, ſeemed to poſſeſs a fund of 
vivacity and cheerfulneſs. 


Lord Lavent had now letters from 
Paris, from the Duke de L—— 5 
and Monſieur Chamonr, who both ac- 
cepted the truſt; and the deeds being 
executed, were re-conveyed to Paris. 


But the greateſt trial of Magdalena's . 


fortitude ſtill remained to ſtand the 
teſt, which was to part from Lord Ar- 
nold ; while Lord Lavent, to prevent 
his ſon from reflecting on the ſepara- 
tion, hurried him into ſociety; forced 

him 
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him to accompany him to all places of 


public entertainment, and would not 
ſuffer an intermediate thought of paſt 


happineſs to intrude for a moment ; 


and Magdalena, the amiable and un- 


' fortunate Magdalena, was fitting ſo- 


litary and alone, lamenting her un- 


happy fate, with no other comforter but 


the innocent cauſe of all her misfor- 
tunes, her child. As every thing was 


ſettled, it only now remained with 


Miſs de Tourville, when ſhe would 
leave England. — Lord Lavent, we 
may naturally ſuppoſe, was earneſt for 
the arrival of that day, on his ſon's ac- 
count ; but from the delicacy of her 
ſituation, and the great regard his 
Lordſhip had for Magdalena, he could 
not preſs it: He therefore ſent Lady 
Catherine Ch — and Lady Anne, 
to viſit her, and at his requeſt, pre- 
ſented the child with their pictures, 


and acknowledging themſelves as her 


__ 
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aunts, by a ſimilar inſcription on the 
back of each, as his Lordſhip had be- 
fore done himſelf. Lord Arnold ſtill 
continued to viſit the private retreat, 
but leſs frequently; his love, never- 
theleſs, continued unchanged; and 
when he left her and the child, it was 
with ſighs of regret, and viſible reluc- 
tance. Magdalena had fully deter- 
mined not to take any leave of Lord 
Arnold, or any of the family, and that ſne 
would abſent herſelf, unknown to every 
one.— Having previouſly wrote letters 
to each individually, and to his Lord- 
ſhip, to be delivered aſter ſhe had left 
her once happy home, ſhe therefore 
intended to take the firſt opportunity 
of Lord Arnold's certain abſence, to 
ſet out for Dover; and his dining 
with her one day, and leaving her 
ſoon after to attend his father, with 
Lady Lavent and his ſiſters, to the 
opera in the evening, Magdalena took 
 VOlke be =: this 
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this fatal moment to effect her pur- 
poſe, and part from the dear author 
of all her troubles; and after ſtanding, 
with undaunted refolution, at the 


window, and ſeeing him get into his 
carriage, while her eyes, and innu- 


merable bleſſings, followed the wheels 
which conveyed all fhe held dear on 
earth, for ever out of her ſight. —She 
gave vent to a flow of ſorrow, impoſ- 


ſible to deſcribe, wringing her hands 


in the moſt pathetic lamentations.— 


Magdalena then ordered a chaiſe, and 
accompanied by Mrs. Margrett, who 
| begged ſtill to continue to attend her, 
and her dear, her only care and charge, 


Mary Magdalen, Miſs de Tourville 
took a laſt farewell of the private re- 
treat of love, and ſet out for Dover. 


CHAP. 


a 
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CHAP. XI. 


A. review of the Private Retreat, without Miſs de 
| Tourville, 


THE day after Magdalena had 

A quitted the private retreat, or 

let us ſpeak more emphatically, by _— | 

ſaying, the day after ſhe had for ever = N. 

parted from the amiable Lord Arnold. 1 
He went there, and finding it deſolate 

and abandoned by thoſe who could * 
make any placehappy to him, he was all 
H 2 amazement 
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amazement and diſtraction; he tra- 
verſed the apartments in a perfect 
frenzy; and when he came to the 
room where Mary Magdalen firſt 
drew breath, the tranſports of his mind 
were ſo violent, on the recollection of 
that event, and the accumulated ſor- 
rows he had brought on her amiable 
mother, that he inſtantly ordered poſt 
horſes to be got, and ſent two ſervants 
off directly for Dover, to bring them 
back; fully purpoſing, on the return 
of Miſs de Tourville, to marry her.— 
The agitation of his mird was ſo great, 
that the ſervants feared to deliver the 
letters which Magdalena had di- 
rected ſhould be given to him, when 
he came there. But, on his in- 


quiring if there was any meſſage, 
they ventured to give them. Miſs 
de Tou ville's letter to him rather 
tended to aggravate, than appeaſe, his 
- preſent dejection of mind. Magda- 

” lena, 
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lena, among her other excellencies, 
poſſeſſed the talents of forcible ex- 
preſſion ; and her letters, on all occa- 
ſions, were peculiarly elegant in their 
ſtile, and powerfully eloquent in the 
diction : We may therefore naturally 
ſuppoſe her laſt letter io Lord Arnold 
did not fail to move all her powers on 
ſo pathetic a ſubject, as for ever part- 
ing from him. Indeed, it excelled all 
that ſhe had ever wrote before to him; 
and notwithſtanding ſhe begs his 
Lordſhip to bear with reſolution the 
loſs of her and his lovely child, yet ſhe 
laments at the ſame tiine her own ina- 
bility to ſupport the reflection, that 
ſhe ſhould neyer ſee him more. Mag- 
dalena aſſures him of her ſincere at- - 
tachment to him—yet hopes to hear 
he 1s married, as that would leſſen her 
regret. His picture, ſhe tells him, 
ſhall be her conſtant companion 
through the remainder of her truly 

13.1 wretched 
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wretched hfe, and continued where 
his Lordſnip had himſelf firſt depo- 
ſited it, in her boſom. — Many had 
been the tears ſhe had already ſhed; 
but many yet remained to fall over the 
repreſentation of all that was dear to 
her in this world; and when the awful 
moment arrived that would end all 
| her ſorrows and misfortunes, and even 
Lord Arnold forgotten, it ſhould be 
given as a bequeſt to his dear child, a 
true portrait of him ſhe thought the beſt 
and moſt amiable of men. We can- 
not ſuppoſe a letter ſo full of tenderneſs, 
flowing from a heart tender as Mag- 
dalena's, could give his Lordſhip any 
conſolation; it ſerved to fix him in the 
reſolution of marrying her imme— 
diately on her return; for he did not 
doubt but they would be overtaken 
before they could have embarked ; and 
in this aflurance, he remained more 
compoſed, after the firſt tranſports of 

2. ſurpriſe 
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ſurpriſe and diſappointment was abat- 
ed. Zut on the evening of the next 
day, when the ſervants returned with 
the information that the packet had 
Jailed about two hours before they got 
to Dover, all the virulence of paſſion 
returned, greatly heightened in the 
_ certainty that now ſhe was loſt to him 
for ever. His Lordſhip was, at in- 
tervals, quite mad; he ſtampt, and 
tore his hair from off his head ; ſwear- 
ing at the ſame time vengeance on 
thoſe who had been any ways acceſſary 
to her going; execrated his father as 
the author of the greateſt and only 
| misfortune he could ever know, in 
loſing his Magdalena ;—and other 
violences he committed, that the ſer- 
vants feared ſome act of deſperation 
would follow, if he was not timely 
prevented; and therefore thought it 
adviſeable to ſend to his father imme- 
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diately, and let him know his ſitu- 


ation. 


When bis Lordſhip was informed of 
the unhappy condition of his ſon, and 


that Miſs de Tourville was actually 
gone, he went, accompanied by his 


Lady, to the private retreat (now the 
| ſeat of real ſorrow), where they found 


Lord Arnold in bed in a high fever, 
which affected his ſenſes; he knew 


nobody, but was inceſſantly calling on 
Magdalena and his child; and it was 
With difficulty he was kept in bed by 
two of his ſervants, His Lordſhip 


continued in this ſtate for ſome days; 
and the phyſicians who attended him, 


gave but ſmall hopes of his recovery. 
Lord Lavent and his Lady were near- 


ly in the ſame ſtate, on ſeeing their 
ſon lying ſo dangerouſly ill; but the 
efforts of youth reſtored him; yet he 
ſunk dejected; and Lord Lavent al- 

| ' molt 
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moſt formed a wiſh that Miſs de 
Tourville had been Lady Arnold, ra- 
ther than ſee a ſon he ſo much loved, 
in ſuch a deſponding condition. 


His Lordſhip, however, recovered 
by flow and almoſt imperceptible de- 
orees; and when he was able to re- 
move to town, they prevailed on him 
to diſpoſe of the furniture and private 
retreat; in conſequence, he fold it, 
and it became the habitation poſſibly 
of ſome more happy, but not more 
amiable, inhabitants. 


On his return to town, they 
would have perſuaded him to have 
gone to Waldeck Abbey; but to 
Waldeck he would not, on any ac- 
count go; they therefore viſited Bath, 
where, in the round of gay company 
that generally reſort there in the ſea- 
ſon, he, in ſome degree, recovered his 


i Hs accuſtomed 
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accuſtomed cheerfulneſs: But a ſigh 
would frequently eſcape him, when 
thinking on Magdalena; and know- 
ing at the ſame time ſhe was inceſſant- 
ly FGghing for him, and ſpending days 
and hours in continual ſorrow for the 
toſs of the favoured man, who knew 
no happineſs without her ſociety.— 
We have here a moral and affecting 

proof of the inſtability of human na- 
ture; but I will not moralize at the 
end of a chapter; and as I have not 
yet claimed a privilege I aim entitled to 
as an author, ta moralize when I 
pleaſc, the next chapter I ſhail dedi- 
cate to my ſelf; and I do aſſure the 
reader, he may leave the next chapter 
out, if he is not diſpoſed to read it; 
for he will not, in any degree, miſs 
a line of che hiſtory, by not reading it, 
as it will be a chapter entirely my 
OWN. 1 


CHAP. 
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CHAS. - XH. 


A moral Chapter, and a digreſſion. 


13 was the word which 
mould have ended the ſentence 
in the laſt chapter, when I checked 
myſelf from proceecing, and choſe a 
chapter to! myſelf; I will now there- 
fore proceed on the inftabilty of all 
human wiſhes.— How vain and de- 
luſive is hope—how checkered our 
H6 dene 
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ſcene through this life. I have had 
occaſion often to remark already, that 
Lord Arnold was the moſt amiable of 
human beings—manly, brave, vir- 
tuous. Fortune had likewiſe been 
liberal in worldly gifts—what was 
 wanting.—Magdalena de Tourville 
| poſſeſſed every female excellence, more 
than is often met concentered in one 
 woman—withall endowed with un- 
common reſolution and fortitude :— 
What is the event: The errors of two 
ſuch exemplary characters is their 

misfortune. Let us then repeat, how 
weak are the inſtability of human 
wiſhes; how weak our reſolution to 
withſtand the frailties of mankind, — 
But moral reaſoning is too, large a 
field for me to attempt to enter upon, 
either on the virtues or vices of mor- 
tals —AlI I beg is, that the reader of 
this chapter of mine will join with me 
in 
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in ſincere pity, at the ſeparation of 
Lord Arnold and Magdalena, and at 
the ſame time admire the magnani- 
mity of the unfortunate fair one, 
who ſo nobly facrificed all her proſ- 
pects of happineſs in life, to preſerve, 
untainted, the future honour of the 
man who had made her life a ſcene of 
ſorrow. There are few inſtances (I 
know of none) where the trial and the 


victory has been ſo noble. Ancient 


or modein hiſtories furniſh no ſimilar 
circumſtance, as I can recollect.— 
Cicero, Cæſar, and Mark Anthony, we 
have very good reaſon to believe would 
have failed under ſuch a trial of for- 


titude. - Even Cyrus, the temperate 
Cyrus, would not hazard the fight of 


Panthea, and forbid her being brought 
into his preſence, and many others I 

could mention, who would not have 
acted ſo bravely ; but was I to enlarge 


much 
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much farther, I fear my chapter would 
not be read at all, and therefore, to 
prevent falling under ſuch a diſgrace, 
I will conclude as I began, that there 
is no ſuch thing as human perfection, 
or human happineſs on this ſide 
Heaven, 
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CHAP. XIE 


' DOVER—PARIS. 


W˖ Ir H inceſſant Gohs, and eyes 


ſwimming in tears, the unfor- 
tunate Mifs de Tourville left che pri- 
vate retreat, and continued her route 
for Dover, accompanied by her inno- 
cent child and Mrs. Margrett; when 
they arrived, and had taken ſome 
refreſhment, embarked in a packet, 


which 


2 
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| which was on the point of ſailing, and 
ſoon loſt fight of the Engliſh ſhore, — 


What were Miſs de Tourville's ſenſa- 


tions, on her arrival at Dover, we 
may eaſily conjecture, with certai ty, 


that they were very different from 
thoſe ſhe enjoyed, when laſt there, ſur- 


rounded and guarded by Lord Lavent 


and his family; now a forlorn wan- 


derer, deſolate, unprotected, with an 
innocent child looking up to ker for 


that protection ſhe had herſelf volun- 


tarily forfeited ; thoſe eyes then ſpark- 
ling with delight, which caught the 
attention of the inattentive, now paſt 
unnoticed, and were drowned. in ſor— 
row and gloom. Her heart, then 
fraught with every ſentiment of virtue 


and rectitude, yielded to the futile im- 


- preſſion of ſucceeding days of perfect 
| felicity, now, on her return, were 
crowded with portentous omens, of 
heavy dejected review of years, un- 

enjoyed, 


* 8 
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enjoyed, and days, and hours -unen- 
viable—melancholy alternative, for an 
alterative it is to a boſom ſo amiable 
and ſuſceptible as Mis de Tourville's. 
She therefore left England, with a 
mind truly oppreſſed; and the wind 
being fair, a few hours brought then to 

Calais, from which place they imme- 
diately continued their journey to 
Paris, og. IF 


On their arrival, Miſs de Tourville 
went to M. Chamont's, who condu&- 
ed her to the houſe which the Duke 
de ., at Lord Lavent's re- 

queſt, had previouſly provided for 
her. His Lordſhip, agreeable to 
every act of his life, which were al- 
ways dictated by benevolence and ge- 
neroſity, had amply furniſhed Miſs de 
Tourville with every neceſſary ac- 
commodation, even to the ſervant.— 
There was no article wanting but one, 

5 
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to make a ſecond retreat as happy as 
the firſt — and that one muſt always be 
wanting. Lord Arnold did not oe- 
5 cupy the void, which his preſence, 'till 
this unfortunate removal, always made 
happy. Her dear Lord was never to 

be beheld again by his Magdalena; 
and whether France or England, all 
was wretched, vacant, and com- 
fortleſs. 


When M. Chamont left her, ſhe 
eaſed the overflowing of her full heart, 
by congratulating her arrival to her 
new habitation, with inceſſant tears, 
while the innocent Mary Magdalen 
| heightened—greatly heightened, her 
preſent diſtreſs, which admitted of no 
accumulation, by aſking when her 
papa would come.—“ When,” ſaid 
the wretched Magdalena, my child, 
Never—never—You, my Mary Mag- 
dalen, will never ſee your papa again; 
and 
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and thy miſerable mother is doomed 


to a life of ſolitude without him. — 


Only in your innocence can I hope for 


any comiort—-You who can cheer a 


life— that it will be my duty to pro- 
long for your ſake—You, and this 
dear repreſentation of your father 
(taking the picture from her boſom) 
are all my conſolation. — After careſ- 
ſing the child, and then the reſem- 
blance of the moſt beloved of men, 
with tears and kiſſes, ſhe prayed to 
Heaven for their proſperity, and for 


fortitude to herſelf to ſupport ſuch 


The day after her arrival, the 
Dutcheſs de L — paid her a 


morning vilit, and to effect, if poſ- 
ſible, ſome relief to the grief ſhe ſaw 


lo ſenſibly affected the lovely woman 
ſhe once knew ſo happy, adviſed her to 
aſſociate with company, and mix with 
— ay 
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the gay world; but Magdalena was 


fully determined already in her future 
life, and intended to dedicate every 
hour to the improvement of her child, 
as the only employ which could remit 
one moment of reflection from her 


mind. —Miſs de Tourville inquired 


very cautiouſly after the Counteſs 
Veraille, who continued ſtill to follow 
the gay diverſions of Paris and a 


French Court. — It was now five years 
ſince ſhe left Paris, and the gay 


_ Counteſs; and Magdalena could have 
no wiſh to claim the adoption of a 


relation to the woman, whom ſhe not 


only ooked on as acceſſary, but the 
immediate cauſe of all her misfor- 
tunes, in inſtilling into her mind thoſe 


ideas of Lord Arnold, which could 


never be eradicated by any other leſs 
amiabie lover. This new abode of 
Miſs de Tourville was ſituated on the 
banks of the Seine, and retired. from 
the 
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the buſy crowd which inceſſantly are 
hurrying about Paris. Here ſhe em- 
ployed her whole time in improving 
the mind of her Mary Magdalen; in- 
culcating firſt, as the principal foun- 
dation of all her future happineſs in 
life, the firm notion that ſhe was born 
an Engliſh-woman, and to continue 
avowedly ſo all her life. Engliſh, 
therefore, was her mother tongue, and 
ſhe inſtructed her in that language in 
the greateſt elegance and purity; im- 
preſſing likewiſe on her tender ſen- 
ſibility, the high notion of her deſcent, 
That Lord Arnold was her facher, 
was the firſt leſſon of her creed; Lord 
Lavent her grand-father : And when 
ſhe was ſuffered to entertain herſelf 
with viewing thoſe pictures, which 
were preſented to her before ſhe left 
England, the labels on the gold backs 
were given her as leſſons of inſtruction, 
and that Lord Lavent was her grand- 

„ 
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father, and Lady Catherine and Anne 


her aunts.—She had avowed teſti- 


mony deduced by engravings from 
their own hands, as acknowledgments 


from them—they were ſuch near and 


tender friends. The Counts de Tour- 


villes were not omitted in the pedi- 


gree of her noble relation; and Regi- 


nald, the preſent Count de Tourville 
her uncle, Magdalena lamented, as 
being abridged of his ample inherit- 


ance by the bigotry of enthuſiaſtic re- 


ligion; againſt which, ſhe ever cau- 


tioned her to avoid, and a deteſtation 
of monaſtic ſeminaries. However, 


there was no fear of Mary Magdalen 
embracing a conventual life, as ſhe 


was educated in the religion of her 


father, to which her mother was half a 
convert before ſhe went to England. 


As we have before obſerved, her 


great grand- father having loſt bis life, 


in 
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in that cauſe in the fatal maſſacre of St. 
Bartholomew.—The hero who fell at 
Creſſy and Agincourt were not for- 
got in the relation; and Waldeck 
Abbey, the enchanting Waldeck 
Abbey, with the temple on the Severn 


ſide, were impreſt on her ſuſceptible 


mind, as gifts due to the valour of her 
illuſtrious anceſtors. —Poſſeſſing by 
birth the blood of her relations, we 
may naturally ſuppoſe theſe inſtruc- 


tions were not only eaſily attained, but 


were never forgotten by Mary Mag- 
dalen: And while ſhe was attending 
with innocent earneſtneſs to the ac- 


counts her mother was giving, of thoſe 
from whom ſhe had the honour to 
derive her origin, a ſecret intuition 


would lead her to kiſs the repreſenta- 
tion of characters, which ought to be 
ſo dear to her, and involuntarily com- 
pel her to aſk why they were ſepara- 


ted. But <wwhy that event happened, 


Miſs 
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Miſs de Tourville did not think it now 

proper to inform her daughter, leay- 
ing that as a legacy to the world ;— 
when her years, as they would inſtruc, 


ſo her cautions ſhould then guide her 
to avoid the deceptions of man, the 


allurements of pleaſure, and the un- 


certainty of worldly poſſeſſions.— The 
inſtability of fortune was ſhewn her in 
the Count de Tourville, who, from a 
very ample and large inheritance, were 


reduced to a narrow pittance; and the 
world inſulted them with the title, 
while they had robbed them of the 


means to ſupport it. In her mother, 


Miſs de Tourville, the deception of 


man was proved in her own exiſtence ; 
but we will remain filent on that ſub- 


ject, as we wiſh not to entail on Lord 
Arnold a character which, in ſome 


meaſure, he did not deſerve, Com- 
pulſion forced him to a& againſt his 
inclinations, in parting from Magda- 

| lena; 
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lena; but time only was to make 
Mary Magdalen acquainted with her- 
icif: And the impreſſions of diltinc- 
tion of blood were lo induſtriouſly in- 
culcated in her infant mind, that when 
bur a baby, her birth (of which only 
| ſhe was ignorant) ſeemed in her own 
mind her chicfeſt ornament. 


Two years paſt in this employment 
at Paris, alternately interſperſed with 
ſighs and tears, of the ſtill lovely 
Magdalena, when ſhe was unhappily 
informed of the death of her brother, 
who, at the age of twenty-nine, died 
of an eruptive fever, at Nanci, in 
Loraine. The Count de Tourville 
died unmarried, and che title being to 
deſcend to the female line, on failure 
of male heirs, the ſmall eltaie was di- 
vided between her and her ſiſter; part 
went to the ſupport of the monaſtery, 
where Maria Edelade was immured, 
VOL, I, I ang 
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and the . with he title, came 
to Miſs de Tourville, whom we are 


not any more to mention by that ap- 
pellation.— Magdalena is now Coun- 
teſs de Tourville, and ſhe was com- 


pelled to forego her Engliſh name, and 


give it to her daughter; though every 


title, which did not form that to which 


ſhe had the leaſt pretenſion, the Coun- 
teſs de Tourville deemed a reproach. 


The Duke and Dutcheſs de Lo——_ 


paid the Counteſs de Tourville every 
attention ſhe would accept. They 
frequently petitioned for the company 
of the beauteous Mary Magdalen; and 
it was at the ſolicitations of the 
Counteſs de Veraille they made the 
requeſt.— Mary Magdalen was often 


at the Counteſs's houſe, attended by 


Mrs. Margrett, who, from her na- 
tural inclination, as well as office, 
could both tell and keep a ſecret, with 


8 the 
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the utmoſt care. The Counteſs Ve- 
raille was exceeding fond of the child, 
and traced both the father and mo- 
ther in every action and feature; but 
there was a ſettled determination on 
the part of both the Counteſſes, not 
to make any overture of accommo- 
dation, as thinking it beſt to remain 
ſeparate. 
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heres years the Counteſs de Tour- 
ville had been in Paris; Mary Magda- 
len was more than five years of age; we I 
will therefore revert back to what paſt "WA? 
at St. James's, and take a view of the 1! 
family we were involuntarily forced to 3” [47 
leave, for a climate leſs pleaſing, a ſo- . | 
cCiety leſs inſtructing and entertaining; 
and we may with great truth add, leſs 
beloved, reſpected, and eſteemed. 
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"CHAP, 


Sincere affection not eaſily eradicated by abſence, 


THE three years abſence of Mag- 
dalena had not obliterated her 
from the mind of Lord Arnold ; ſhe 
ſtill engroſſed his thoughts; and ne- 
ceſſty obliging him to viſit Waldeck, 
every place there, that were particu- 
larly noticed by her, or regarded mu- 
tually by both, were the principal re- 

5 - ſort 
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ſort of his retired hours. The temple, 


we may ſay, was his habitation, more 
than the Abbey; and though he was 


forced to aſſociate with the friends of 
his father, retirement was nis ſolace 
and his witi.,—Sir Archibald Danvers 
vilited at the Abbey; but as Sir Ar- 
chibald was married, there was no 
danger of the cauſe of their former 
quarrel being renewed. - The friend- 
ſhip, however, between him and Lord 
Arnold, was very diſtant and reſerved. 
Sir Archibald could not look with 
eſteem on the man who had violated 
the ſacred tye of faith and honour— 
nor Lord Arnold view Sir Archibald 
but with jealouſy, when he wiſhed to 
have poſſeſſed the only woman he ever 
loved with affection.—8ir Archibald's 
marriage was more from nece{lity than 
choice, as he had been deprived of his 
ſiirer, who had choſen a partner for 
herſelf, unknown to her brother, a 
13 gentleman 
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gentleman, who, obſerving the temper 
of Miſs Danvers to be ſordid and 


mean, fell artfully into her humour 


and by that means obtained her.— 
However, he has ſince unhappily con- 


vinced Miſs Danvers there were ways 


to ſpend a good fortune, as well as to 
ſave one; and after being married one 
| year with twenty thouſand pounds of 


his Lady's money, they have now re- 


tired to Italy, with a very ſmall por- 


tion of it, to live obſcure, and deſpiſe 
each other. Sir Archibald did not 
chule to live alone; and his love hav- 


ing been exhauſted on the amiable 
Miſs de Tourville, he could never 


ſee thoſe charms in any other which 


were ſo attractively diſplayed in that 


accompliſhed woman.—With a very 


mall ſhare of love, Sir Archibald 


yentured, therefore, to marry his Lady, 


| who, having a large fortune, accepted 
of him for a title, and a magnificent 
houſe, 
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houſe, both of which Sir Archibald 
_ poſſeſſed. —The. man was indifferent 
to her; ſo ſhe had the appendages an- 
nexed to him—they conſequently 
lived on diftant terms of politeneſs, — 


Lord Arnold, as we have had occa- 


ſion to obſerve, was a Nobleman of 
extenſive knowledge and penetration : 
He ſoon ſaw the conſtrained regard 
which ſubſiſted between Sir Archibald 
and his Lady; and concluding it 


proceeded from his partial eſteem - 


to. the lovely Counteſs de Tour- 
ville, which he could not ſubdue, 


determined never to marry himſclf;— 
fearing the ſame prior love ſhould 
make him experience the inattention 


ſo different from what he had enjoyed 
with that captivating woman, at the 
private retreat, whom he inceſſantly 
lamented he had not married. Lord 


Lavent was continually urging the 
neceſſity of his marrying, and ſeveral 


1 | ladies 
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Jadies were propoſed ; but he ſaw no 
charms in any, — The united beauties 
of mind and perſon, could never ad- 
mit of compariſon with what he had 
loſt. 


To effect, if poſſible, a change in 
his ſon's mind, Lord Lavent frequent- 
ed all places of public reſort: And 
Lord Arnold being compelled to ac- 
company them with Lady Anne (who 
was not yet married), he was forced to 
mix with the crowd of gay and fa- 
ſhionable perſonages. | 


The ſeaſon for viſiting Harrowgate 
commencing, the family of Lord La- 
vent, accompanied by Lady Catherine 
and Lord ———; attended the diver- 
ſions of that gay place; and being at 
one of the public balls, Lord Arnold 
chanced to ſelect for his partner in 
dancing, Lady Jane Wharton, the 
daughter 


* 
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daughter of the Earl of Lyle. 
Lady Jane was elegant in her perſon, 
remarkable for her vivacity and men- 
tal perfections.— We will not ſuppoſe 
it was intentional on her part. The 
purity and innocence only of her 
mind led her this evening to be re- 
markably cheerful ; ſhe therefore com- 
pelled Lord Arnold to attend to her, 
and to her lively converſation ; and 
whether 1t was that his mind had not 
been rouſed before, by the faſcinating 
charms of female livelineſs, or that 
her wit had caught a fortunate mo- 
ment to engage his Lordſhip's mind, 
certain it is, Lord Arnold was more 
cheerful than he had ever been ſince 
the unhappy _ {ep aration, Lord La- 
vent bebeld, with delight, the atten- 
tion his fon 5 aid Lady Jane Wharton; 
and it being in Every. reſpect a very 
deſirable connexton, his Lordſhip be- 
gan to Re his mind the means to 
13 bring 
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bring it to a completion. The fol- 


lowing morning, Lord Arnold paid 


a vilit to his amiable partner, as a 


complimentary inquiry after her even- 


ing's fatigue, and was received by 
Lady Jane with affability and reſpect. 
She ſung and played the harpſichord ; 
laughed with innocent freedom at 
little ſallies of her own humour, and 


ſeemed, without any intention on her 
part, to endeavour to bring back the 
' wandering, and truly worthy heart, 
with the concomitant graces which 
his Lordſhip once poſſeſſed, to the long 
deſerted breaſt and captivating perſon 


of the owner. It is certain Lord Ar- 


nold had not any intention of marry- 
ing Lady Jane. — He adinired her 
agreeable converſation: And though 
in conſequence of the meeting that 
evening, the family of Lord La- 
vent and Lord Lyle had commenced 


friends and viſitors.— When they left 
| Harrowgate, 
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Harrowgate, his Lordſhip left Lady 
Jane without any emotion or regret; 
but it was not ſo in the breaſt of 
Lady Jane.—— The ſuperior ſenſe 
and accompliſhments of Lord Ar- 
nold had won upon her heart im- 
perceptibly; that when Lord Lavent 
and his family left Harrowgate, Har- 
rowgate had no longer any charms for 


her; and ſhe being an only child, 


Lord Lyle ſoon followed the abſent 
friends to St. James's; and the ac- 
quaintance being renewed on their 
meeting, Lady Jane had again the- 
happineſs of ſeeing the man who alone 
had perfection in her ſight. The fa- 
thers, on both ſides, wiſhed earneſtly 
to effect ſo deſirable a union; and as 
their intentions were mutual, con- 
tinual opportunities were ſought to 
bring them together. Lady Anne and 
Lady Jane Were inſeparaole friends; 
and though Lady Anne ſtill continued 

I 6, her 
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her quixote ideas, yet, at Lord La- 


vent's requeſt, ſne took frequent rides 
in the park with her friend and bro. 


ther, whoſe attention to Lady Jane in- 


ſenſibly grew on his mind, and he 
tearnt to love, a leſſon he had never 
known before (that for Miſs de Tour- 


ville was an intoxication of the mo- 
ment); and Lord Arnold began to 


ſigh on the abſence _ of Lady Jane 
Wharton, and to feel happineſs in her 


ſociety alone. Lord Lavent rejoiced 


greatly in ſeeing his ſon returning to 


his accuſtomed elegance of appear- 


ance and cheerfulneſs of temper.— He 
now paid attention to his dreis (winch 
had been long neglected); he formed 
engagements for concerts, where Lady 


| Jane prefided as chief; he frequent-. 


allemblies where ſhe was his part- 
ner. — When the inquiſitive world 
told his Lordſhip what he never ſuſ- 

85 pected, 
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pected—and the idea being new, 
urged by the ſolicitous wiſh of an in- 
dulgent father, Lord Arnold began to 
conſult his heart; and finding Lady 
Jane a copartner in all his wiſhes, he 
ventured to tell her ſo.— The decla- 
ration was received with a timid dif- 
fidence by the young lady (the with 
that formed every happineſs of her 


future life). Lord Lyle's hopes were 


fulfilled at the overture; and it re- 
mained with Lady Jane only to give A 
decifive anſwer, which we have reaſon 
to believe did not ling remain a 
doubt, and ſhe became the acknow- 


ledged and avowed future poſitfior of 


the heart of Lord Arnold, once the 
ſole property of the lovely Countets 
de Tourville. 


We will, however, do the lovely Jane 


candid juiiice, in declaring ſne merited 


the 
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the bleſſing, being herſelf truly worthy, 
She inherited high notions of purity of 


life and rectitude of manners, and was 


formed in every reſpect, and calculated 
to make Lord Arnold happy. Her 
opinions were the opinions of his Lord- 


ſhip: Every action of her life were 
guided by the wiſh to pleaſe him, 


whom ſhe thought to be the moſt de- 

ſerving of his ſex We cannot avoid, 
on this occaſion, to rejoice, that a 
character ſo truly worthy example, as 
this amiable lover, is to appear in the 
diſtinguiſhed light of a huſband; not 
only as a huſband, but the moſt tender 


and endearing of friends united with 


that appellation; and Lady Jane the 
happy inſtrument to reſtore him to the 
world, and to the ſocial duties of civil 
life, in the huſband, ſon, and friend; 
while the few months that intervened. 
before the ceremony, were ſpent in all. 

GS | the 


WAEDECK ABBEY. 183 


tender e 


mutual profeſſions of 
m, endeared by a conſcious 


raectitude of conduct, an avowal of 


public approbation, and the united 
wiſhes of the beſt of parents, and 
deareſt of friends. 
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The nuptials of Lord Arnold and Lady Jane 
| Wharton, | 


A J the preſſing ſolicitations of an 


impatient lover, and the earneſt 
wiſhes of the beſt of friends, Lady 
Jane aſſented to the day Lord Arnold 
had fixed for the commencement of 
domeſtic happineſs, and the ceremony 


Mas performed in the dreſſing- room 


-» 


o Lady Lavent, by! 


pecial licence; the 
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Archbiſhop himfelf united them in the 
indiſſoluble bonds of marriage. Lord 
Lyle gave his daughter to this ami- 
able huſband, who, together with 
Lord and Lady Lavent, Lady Caro- 
line R——nd and her Lord, with 
Lady Anne, the bride and bridegroom 
immediately ſer out for Waldeck 
Abbey, to enjoy the pleaſures of re- 
tirement, and the refinements of vir- 
iuous love and friendſhip. The te- 
nants of Lord Lavent were early ap- 
priſed of the intended viſit, and met 
the company ſome miles from the 
Abbey, and conducted them to this 
magnificent ſeat. 5 The houſe was 
open to all who choſe to partake of 
the feſtive board, and a continual 
round of rational joy, mirth, and hap- 
pineſs, was the reſult of a judicious 
and proper choice. Dancing on the 
extenſive lawn was the entertainment 


of 
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of the inferior viſitors, while concerts 
and ſelect bands were the ſolace of the 
leiſure hours of the moſt exalted com- 
panions, and the temple again beheld 
Lord Arnold a lover, with the ho- 
nourable appellation of huſband to an 
amiable and deſerving bride, Whe- 
ther Lord Arnold had any ideas which 
did not ſtrictly accord with the preſent 
ſcenes of joy, on viſiting the temple, 
we will not pretend to diſcover.— The 
noiſe and charms of muſic might lull 
the mind to peace; and the hvely and 


agreeable converſation of Lady Jane 


accorded with the harmony which ſub- 


| fiſted, and inſtil'd into his Lordſhip's 


mind the happineſs he enjoyed in the 
poſſeſſion of her. The convivial band, 


and hoſpitable trear, with the gay and 


cheerful viſitants, continued a week, 
when the company ſeparated to their 


| ſeveral homes, and ſweet retirement 
gave general ſatisfaction to all. Lord 


Arnold 


- 


187 | 
Arnold would fiſh, as uſual, in the 

gliding Severn, with his fair bride by 1 
his ſide; and if he choſe a retired » 4. 


WALDECK ABBEY. 


hour, to indulge in reading, in the f 3 
temple, he was ſure to be interrupted _ T 3 
by his attentive lady, who enjoyed no 8 1 
ſociety or happineſs but with her. i 3M 
amiable Lord. We muſt not call 44 
Lady Jane an interruption; we will „ 1 == 
rather ſay, her preſence in the temple | 7 F | 
increaſed his pleaſure ; for it was not i 
in Lord Arnold's inclination to do - i Mn 
otherwiſe than love the woman who i 7 | 
had honoured him with her particular 1 
eſteem, and ſacrificed all other conſi- 1 
derations for him alone. Lord Arnold 2 1 ? | 
loved Lady Jane with ſincerity of af- 19 
fection; and her attractive charms | | | Y 
| were certain of continuing to preſerve 3 F 


that love.— She had a peculiar ſweet- 
neſs of temper joined ro her other 
graces, which made her ever fear to 
give his Lordſhip offence : The whole 
1 of 
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of her wiſhes were to pleaſe um, 


and promote his happineſs, who 


was the ſole ſupport and ultimate 
cauſe of her's,—Lady Jane had never 
heard of her Lord's former partial re- 
gard for his beloved Magdalena, nor 
of his child, Mary Magdalen; and 


though he might chooſe to be fome- 


times alone, and in thoſe hours of 
Privacy he might dedicate a few mi- 
nutes to the memory of his former 


love of that amiable woman, we can- 
not think it merits blame—he ever 


returned to his Lady, with all the 
warmth and ſervency of ſincere affec- 
tion: And as Lady Jane was inſen- 
fible to whom thoſe retired hours 
were dedicated, ſhe met him with 


Joy ſparkling in fine eyes, and love and 


affection in all her actions and beha- 
viour. We have now taken a view of 
Lord Arnold in the exalted character 

of a tender and affectionate huſband ; 
in 


1 * — * 
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in which ſituation he conducted him- 
ſelf through life, as a pattern of con- 
jugal love; an ornament to his coun- 
try, as the ſenator and privy counlel- 
lor; a model to be followed in the 
example of a friend. As a Chriſtian, 
charitable, benevolent, and humane. 
In the duties of private ſociety, a 
cheerful and accompliſhed man.— 
Enjoying which amiable qualities, fo 
beneficial to himſelf and to thoſe 
around him, conveying happineſs, let 
us leave him, with his happy poſterity, 
to enjoy the reward ariſing in his own 
breaſt, froni his preſent actions, and 
return to the banks of the Seine, the 
deſolate habitation of the unfortunate 
Counteſs de Tourville, and lament, 
with her, in inceſſant tears, for the lo's 
of ſo amiable and truly deſerving a 
| heart, as ſhe once poſſeſſed, now the 
property (though not folely) of his 
Lady. _ | 

85 CHAP, 
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CHAP: ⸗- 


A return t0 the Banks of the Seine. 


_— Magdalena left England, 
it was a mutual wiſh and agree- 
ment between her and Lady Cathe- 
rine R — to hold an occaſional 
correſpondence, that their former 
friendſhip might not be totally loſt.— 
The correſpondence was to be private; 
nor was Lord R, or her brother, 


Lord 


Tr 9 — 
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Lord Arnold, to know the leaſt of it; 
and 1n theſe ſecret letters of the Coun- 
teſs de Tourville, full of grief and la- 
mentations for the loſs of her dear 
friend, yet did this amiable pattern of 
fortitude generally conclude her moſt 
_ poignant expreſſions of regret, with 
the ſincere wiſh that Lord Arnold 
would marry. We may therefore na- 
turally conclude, when Lady Cathe- 
rine, by a letter, informed her of 'this 
happy event, it gave her ſincere joy. 
Alas! No:—We wiſh what we can- 
not attain, and anticipate what we can- 
not ſupport on trial. Magdalena read 
the letter—no father—then, 'till that 
event was announced, the letter, the 
fatal letter, fell from her hand, and 
with an © Oh!” an heart-piercing 
Oh ! ſhe fainted away. None was 
preſent but her innocent child, who, 
frightened, called Mrs. Margrett,— 
She inſtantly came to the aſſiſtance of 
her 
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her lady, and, with difficulty, ſhe re- 
covered, to ſupport the moſt trying 
incidents of her life. That ſhe could 
never have married Lord Arnold, 
ſhe well knew; but this event con- 
vinced her, that he never intended to 
marry her.— He had given his heart, 
the moſt valuable and ineſtimable of 
treaſures, to another; he had transferred 


1 thoſe vows, ſo often made to Magda- 


jena, his dear Magdalena, to Lady 
Jane. She enjoyed the ſoothing con- 
ſolation of his tenderneſs in illneſs, and 
his vivacity and ſenſible converſation 
in health. The hours of love and af- 
fection were dedicated to her without 
one thought of his too wretched Mag- 
dalena and his unfortunate daughter, 
now a child of penitence indeed. — 
Theſe crowded thougkts and heart- 
felt regdections were her firſt emotions. 
On the return of her ſenſes, ſhe tra- 
verſed the apartment in manifeſt diſ- 
£3 1 compcſure. 
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compoſure.— Her countenance was 
expreſſive of uneaſineſs and diſtreſs, 


while the innocent conſolation of her 


moſt affecting reflections followed her, 


and with tears, begged mamma to 


ſay, if her papa was dead; and Mrs. 


Margrett, who ſoon gueſſed the cauſe 


of her Lady's agitation, conſoled her 


in the language of her profeſſion, by 
ſaying, if his Lordſhip did not re- 


member her, ſhe had no occaſion to 
be grieved about him.—< Peace!” 


ſaid Magdalena, with contempt and 


anger: © Contaminate not his virtues 


with a thought that Lord Arnold can 


ever be forgot by me, or that he re- 


members not ſtill, with regard, the 
unfortunate woman he once honoured 
with his love.” —Mrs. Margrett ſub- 
miſſively begged pardon for her im- 
pertinence; adding, ſhe ought not to 
ſpeak diſreſpectfully of the gentleman 
Who had always behaved ſo honour- 
vol. I, 6 ably 


OY 
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ably to her. This laſt obſervation of 


the maid's touched the heart of the 


Counteſs very ſenſibly, as it brought to 


her recollection how acceſſary Mrs. 
Margrett was to her ruin ; ſhe there- 
fore commanded her to leave her pre- 
ſence; and that ſhe might be more at 


liberty to give eaſe to the overflowing 


of ſorrow, told her to take Miſs de 
Tourviile out to walk.—This the 
woman readily obeyed; and making a 
viſit to the Counteſs Veraille, told the 


ſecret and /acred intelligence to her. 


The marriage of Lord Arnold, the 


Counteſs had vainly thought, would | 
eaſe her mind from every ſuſpence ; 


that all expectations or concerns reſ- 
pecting the man ſhe ſtill loved with an 


unabating affe ction, wouid then ceaſe; 


but Magdalena did not know her own 
heart. — The torture of her own mind, 


on the certainty that they ſhould never 


meet 


n 
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meet again, had ſuch an effect on her 
* . ſpirits, that a flow fever in conſe- 
; quence followed; and fome months 
| ſevere illneſs made her phyſicians very 
apprehenſive for her liie.—They 
therefore adviled the South of France, 
whither ſhe went, accompanied by her 
daughter and Mrs, Margrett, where 
{he continued ſome time; and fo far 
recovered, as to return to her habita- 
tion in more tranquillity than whea ſhe 
left it, or than ſhe had ever known 
fince ſhe had been there. We cannot 
truly call it tranquillity ; it was an in- 
difference to all events, now he was 
for ever loſt to her: And the reflec- 
tion that another poſſeſſed his heart, 
was what the endeavoured to drive 


from her remembrance, by the em- 
ploy of ſuperintending her daughter's 
education, who was now ſeven years of 
age. Mary Magdalen was od enough —_ | 
to wonder how her papa could be 
K 2 married | (4 
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married to another lady, and her 
mamma alive ; but ſhe did not dare to 
put the queſtion to her mother; and 
therefore remained ſilent; as the 
Counteſs de Tourville had always 
taught her to keep her ſervants at a 
Proper and reſpectful diſtance ;—even 
| Mrs. Margrett, who was well ac- 
quainted with every circumſtance of 
their lives, nevertheleſs was never ad- 


mitted to any familiar converſation, 


but when ſhe choſe to take upon her- 
ſelf to give what ſhe thought advice, 
and then ſhe was, always checked for 
| her preſumption, 


In theſe alternate employments, two 


years elapſed ſince the marriage of 
Lord Arnold, when Magdalena re- 
ceived the melancholy intelligence of 
the death of Lord Lavent, who had 
died in an apoplexy in his library at 
Waldeck Abbey, Lady Catherine, 


who 


— — 
4 * 
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who wrote her this ſad event, told her 


that the dowager Lady Lavent was 
inconſolable, and had retired to a ſeat 


of his Lordſhip's, near Gloceiter, with 


Lady Anne, where ſhe gave way to 
every exceſs of grief that ſuch a ſevere 
loſs could claim. This ſeat was her 
jointure, with a very handſome fortune 


his Lordſhip left his daughters, and 


his ſon an immenſe eſtate, in land and 
perſonal property ; but all theſe ac- 
quiſitions of fortune made no amends 
for the irreparable loſs ; and the grief 
for ſo diſtinguiſhed a Nobleman, was 
felt as a general misfortune, as well as 


individually fo, by his truly ſorrowing 


family. | 4 


- The Counteſs de Tourville was ſen- 
ſibly afflicted at his death, as ſhe ever 
eſteemed him with the reſpe& of a 


daughter; and weeping with Mary 


Magdalen, whom ſhe taught to weep, 
K « | . . Tor 
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for a loſs ſhe was not ſenſible of, im- 
planted in her mind the firſt grief ſne 
ever knew in the death of her grand- 
father. — The Counteſs likewiſe im- 
preſt the repreſentation of him, by the 
_ picture, on her tender ideas; and tak- 
ing the portrait of Lord Arnold from 
her boſom, and ſhedding a torrent of 
tears on the lively image of him who 
ſo indelibly fixed in the inmoſt folds 
of her heart, gave this charge to Mary 
Magdalen, never to forget that was 
the picture of her father, the Earl of 
Lavent. T 


Six months were ſcarcely over, 
fince this truly melancholy event of 
the death of the Earl, and the family 
began to regain, in ſome ſmall degree, 
their accuſtomed ſerenity, when the 
dowager Lady Lavent was to meet 
with an additional ſorrow, to that ſhe 
already ſurvived, which was the ab- 
| - ſence 
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ſence of Lady Anne, who diſappeared 
one evening, and left the protection of 


aan indulgent. mother for the arms of a 


gay military man, in the perſon of 


Capt. Woodward. — This gentleman, 


with a troop of horſe, were quartered 


at Gloceſter, and underſtanding Lady 
Anne was in poſſeſſion of thirty thou- 


ſand pounds, on her being now of age, 


eſteemed the incumbrance of one part 


of the inheritance of ſmall avail, to 


the acquiſition of the other. He 


therefore got introduced to her com- 
| pany, and finding the foible of her 
heart to be impoſſibilities, added all the 
valour and bluſter which ſhe thought 
ſhould be annexed to the red coat of an 


office, and part of the appendages of 


en office. Capt. Woodward was not 
the only gentleman who aſpired to the 
honours of calling Lady Anne his.— 
Capt Archer, and Enſign Harper, had 
intimated their withes in love epiſtles; 

KA and 
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and though Lady Anne in her heart 
greatly favoured Capt. Woodward, 
| Who was an elegant figure, and of gen- 
teel addreſs, yet ſhe eſteemed it too 
eaſy a conqueſt, without ſome proof 
of his regard, or what ſhe eſteemed 
as ſuch ; in conſequence, ſhe coquetted 
with thoſe gentlemen, when in Capt. 
Woodward's company, but heartily 
| deſpiſed them both, when he was ab- 
ſent—intimated to him, in diſtant. 
hints, her prior regard for him, and 
the intruſion of thoſe gentlemen who 
had wiſhes ſimilar to his own.—Theſe 
inſinuations fired him with jealouſy 
and fear, left he ſhould loſe her and 
her fortune; and as he knew ſhe 
eſteemed valour as the greateſt recom- 
mendation, he incautiouſly taxed Capt. 
Archer with endeavouring to ſupplant 
him in the heart of Lady Anne Ar- 
nold. Capt. Archer did not deny the 
** : The conſequence was—a 
| challenge; 
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challenge; and they fought with 
ſwords without the walls of the city of 
Gloceſter. Capt. Archer was ſlightly 
wounded in the ſword arm. Capt. 
Woodward received no injury, but it 
fixed him ſecurely in the affection and 
regard of Lady Anne, who told him 
ſhe muſt ever highly value the gentle- 
man who would riſk his life for her 
ſake. Thus encouraged by her, and 
Enſign Harper being importunate 
with her Ladyſhip, Capt. Woodward 
reflecting on his paſt good fortune, 
and her approbation, ventured to ha- 
zard his life a ſecond time for her ſake, 


and called out Enſign Harper to meet 


him with piſtols, Enſign Harper was 


a man of ſpirit, and inſtantly accepted 


the gauntlets, and they met at the ap- 
pointed time, when they exchanged 
fires, and Capt. Woodward received 
the ball in his body, which was obli- 
ged to be extracted. Lady Anne was 
R.5 el 
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delighted with theſe exploits, which 
made her ſo popular, and the talk of 
the world: But when ſhe heard that 
Capt. Woodward was thought in a 
dangerous ſtate, ſhe was diſtrafted ;— 
and to ſooth him under his preſent 
ſituation, wrote him word, ſhe would 
be his immediately on his recovery.— 
This tender biller of Lady Anne ad- 
miniſtered great conſolation to the ſick 
man, who ſoon recovered; and claim- 
ing Lady Anne's promiſe, ſhe prepar- 
ed to fulfil her intention, when, having 
previouſly packed up her jewels and 
clothes, with various trinkets of value, 
without taking any leave of her diſcon- 
ſolate and tender mother, Lady Anne 
threw herſelf into the arms of her hero, 
who faicly conducted her to town, 
where they were married at St. James's 
church; and Capt. Woodward hav- 
ing previouſly obtained leave of ab- 
5 ſence, 
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ſence, they immediately went to Bath, 
where they continued a month. 


This act of Lady Anne's was a ſe- 
vere affliction to the dowager Lady 
Lavent. Her brother was excecding- 
ly angry with his ſiſters, as was Lady 
Catherine; but her fortune being in 
her own hands, their diſpleaſure was of 
little avail: And as they had learnt 
the character of Capt. Woodward to 
be that of a gay diflipated young 
man, the only conſolation they had 
was in a ſettlement, the late Lord had 
made on his daughter (as ſhe was un- 
| married when he died), which was not 
even in her own power to diſpoſe of. 
The thirty thouſand pounds was pro- 
nounced to be gone totally, and Capt. 
Woodward ſelling his commiſſion, and 
ſetting out with his lady for the tour 
of Europe, made the ſuppoſition very 
_paobable; ?!? 
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CHAP: XVL 


The Counteſs de Tourville receives a very un- 
expected viſitor. | 


THE Earl of Lavent was now for 
ever loſt to the Counteſs de 1 
Tourville, though never forgot; and 1 
his picture was her companion and her 
ſolace.— Tears fell, and fell unheaded, 
by him, who cauſed them to flow. The 
child of her love was all her conſola- 
F tion; 


5 
| 


cations. 
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tion;—in her ſociety ſhe felt no 
regret : —— Her education was her 
fole employ, and time impereept- 


ibly flew under thefe ſeveral avo- 
Every elegance of ac- 
compliſhment was taughr Miſs de 


Tourville, under the immediate in- 
ſpection of her mother. Muſic and 


French, with her native tongue, was 
her own ſole care. Dancing, and 
other inferior leſſons of inſtruction, ſhe 
was taught by different maſters that, 


at the age of twelve years, the dawn 
of perfection began to appear, and the 


lovely daughter of the Counteſs de 
Tourville was the talk of private ap- 
probation, and anticipated by the ri- 


ſing age, who beheld her ſuperior 


beauties:— But the outward em- 
belliſnments of Mary were unnotic- 


ed by her mother, who locked on 
them of ſmall. eſtimation, in compa- 


riſon 
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riſon of the ornaments of her mind. 
Theſe ſhe cultivated with inceſſant 
care, neglecting no thought or wiſh 
that ſhould raiſc her mind to reflec- 
tion and maturity of improve nent.— 

The ſocial virtues of benevolence, 
charity, ſympathy in ſorrow, meek- 
neſs of temper, forgiveneſs of injuries, 
were all impreſt, with powerful ener- 
gy, by the example of the amiable 
Counteſs, and ſtill more enforced by the - 
fixed remembrance how conſpicuous 


they all appeared, in her Jate __ 
father. 


Mary Magdalen's mind was now at 
a maturity of obleryation ſufficient to 
retain all inſtruction; and being by 
nature. doct.e, and eager for know- 
ledge, nothing eſcaped her obſervation. 
The information reſpecting her family 
was never forgotten for any other in- 

6 885 ſtruction 
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ſtruction ſhe thought leſs trivial ; and 
five years had now paſt ſince the mar- 
riage of Lady Anne Arnold with 
Captain Woodward, —— When the 
Counteſs de Tourville was 1ndulging 
herſelf in theſe ſorrowing reflections, 
which were the regret, and at the ſame 
tine the ſolace, of her ſilent hours, a 
ring at the bell of the hall door 
arouſed her from the too often re- 
flected misfortunes of paſt days, and a 
ſervant coming into the drawing-room, 
with a meſſage, that a lady waited, 
and begged to be admitted to her pre- 
| fence: But how much ſhe might be 
ſurpriſed at the meſſage, the appear- 
ance of Lady Anne Woodward great- 
ly increaſed it.— She looked with 
aſtoniſhment at again ſeeing one of the 
family of Lord Lavent ; and folding 
her arms round her neck, reve ted 
back to all her paſt misfortunes, that 
had 
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had ſeparated her from thoſe ſne held 
in ſuch eſteem, and with tears of un- 
feigned diſtreſs, congratulated her on 
her arrival at Paris, while Lady Anne 

joined in her ſorrows, which admitted 
of inereaſe, on the recollection of her 
own miſconduct, which had ſeparated 
her likewiſe from thoſe it was her 

duty, as well as inclination, to love 
Severe. _ 


Lady Anne Woodward was on her N 
return to England, accompanied only | 
by a female ſervast, with whom ſhe _ | 
had travelled from Naples, after part- "Bl 


ing from Capt. Woodward there, with 
a mutual wiſh they might never meet 
again. What route the Captain in- 
tended to take, Lady Anne was totally 
ignorant; for they had only a few 
months cordial friendſhip, at the firſt 
of their marriage, and ſince, hardly 
” diſtant. 
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diſtant civility ; the hero of her heart 


having diſſipated all her noble fortune 
in gaming and other faſhionable vices, 


when he found it abſolutely neceſſary 


to part for their mutual accommoda- 

tion; he therefore generouſly left her 
a letter with a hundred pounds note to 
convey her to England, and left 


Naples himſelf precipitately. 


Thus deſerted, with her female ſer- 
vant Lady Anne travelled to Paris, 
where ſhe found her unfortunate friend, 


to whom ſhe unboſomed her grief, 
with her reſolution of retiring to ſome 


private village, and living on the an- 
nuity her father had left her. 


The lovely Magdalena had ever a 
tear for diſtreſs (however cauſed), and 
therefore joined Lady Anne in ſorrow 
for her misfortunes, as well as her in- 


diſcretion ; 


| 
| 
| 
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. diſcretion; but obſerved, that even 
"EY | in this inſtance, early prejudices are 
not ſoon eradicated ; for Lady Anne, 
at the concluſion of her relation, re- 
= marked to the Counteſs, that © who 
1 could have believed a man would de- 
; U = | ſert the woman, for whole ſake he had 
RY fought two duels,” 

| 1 


When grief had ſubſided, by hav- 
ing a friend to relieve the burdened 
mind to, Lady Anne Woodward be- 
came more reſigned to her fate; and 
admiring her niece, Mary Magdalen, 
who was now 13 years old, and appear- 
* cee l her father, in every ſentiment of her 
KK heart, her eyes ſpoke the language of 
F the preſent Earl of Lavent. In her k 
conduct was traced his benevolence | 
his huinanity ; and if a tear of pity : 
fell from her eyes, for diſtreſs or indi- 
Fonce, it originated frlt in her brother, 
Mary 


— 
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Mary Magdalen's father—while the 
lovely and amiable Counteſs de Tour- 
ville participated in her praiſes; 
and more in the ſad reflection which 
aroſe in her own boſom, on the va- 
ried cauſes of both their misfortunes. 


The Counteſs was miſerable ; be- 
cauſe, impoſſible to be united t 


the lover of her heart, and. Lady 


Anne's misfortune, was, her being 


united to the man of her - choice,— 
Lady Anne ſtaid ſeveral weeks with © 
the Counteſs de Tourville, who ſhewed 


her every reſpect. her retired ſituation 
would admit; and delighting in each 
others ſociety, they both derived com- 


fort, in reflecting on thoſe days of 


perfect happineſs they had once 


known together: And when Lady 
Ante Woodward left the Counteſs, to 


return to England, they parted as 


the 


—— — — ——— — _ m 
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the deareſt of friends, notwithftand- 
F ing their difference of ſentiments ; but 
3 ttrtoubles can join minds, however 
ſevered by education. IL. ady Anne, 
wie have obſerved, was cloſe, reſerved, 


the language of her heart, which never 
knew diſguiſe.— Nature dictated her 
words, and guided her actions, unſul- 
- Tied by pride or oſtentation:— She 
therefore could not but love the ſiſter 
of her beloved Lord, though ſo dif- 
ferent from him ſhe had the honour 


. 


from her wh regret and ſorrow; they 
mingled tears of unavailing grief; for 
neither could recall the paſt days— 


mingled her conſolatory fighs with 
thoſe of her mother, and the more re- 
gretting forrows of her aunt, without 


. and ſilent; the Counteſs candid, be- 
| bl ** nevolent, and lively. Her eyes ſpoke 
} 


to call brother. The Counteſs parted 3 


While the innocent Mary Magdalen 
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ing. Lady Anne continued her route 


loſt her companion in diſtreſs, as well 


as formerly of her happieſt days, re- 


tired to her accuſtomed ſolitary amuſe- 


ment and her Mary Magdalen; weep- 
ing over her, and for her, hid from all, 


and moſtly from him whom ſhe ſhould 


ne ver never behold W 


S 
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any effort to relieve the woes of either, 
or alleviate the troubles they both fo 
poignantly felt at the moment of part- 


for Calais; and the Counteſs, having 
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